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BURGH  OF  MOTHERWELL  AND  WISHAW 


institute  of  social 
medicine 


Annual  Report 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1M8 


by 

DUGALD  FERGUSON 

M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.T’.H. 


MOTHERWELL: 

Printed  by  D.  J.  Love.  “Standard”  Office,  267  Brandon  Street 

1949 


To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  and  the 
Provost,  Magistrates  and  Councillors  of  the  Burgh 
of  Motherwell  and  Wishaw. 


Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health 
Department,  prepared  in  terms  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
Act,  1897  (Sec.  23)  on  the  health  of  the  Burgh  for  the  year 
1948. 

1 wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  officials  and 
members  of  the  staff  for  the  assistance  which  they  rendered 
during  the  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

DUGALD  FERGUSON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Airbles  Road, 
Motherwell , 

April,  1949. 


IV. 


STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Inspector  of  Midwives,  and  Resident 
Physician  at  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital : 

DUOALD  FERGUSON,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B..  D.P.H. 

Depute  Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

WILLIAM  C.  YOUNG,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Tuberculosis  Officer  and 
Resident  Physician  at  Tuberculosis  Hospital : 

JOHN  MACLEOD,  M.A.,  B.Sc„  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(Transferred  to  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  on  5.7.48.) 


Second  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Resident 
Physician  at  Maternity  Hospital: 

JAMES  FRANCIS  KERR  GRIEVE,  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 
(Transferred  to  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  on  5.7.48. ) 


Visiting  Physicians  and  Consultants  (Part-time)  : 

Consulting  Gynaecologist : 

Professor  S.  J.  CAMERON,  Glasgow. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Specialist: 

Dr  R.  A.  GRAY,  Glasgow. 

Eye  Specialist: 

Dr  J.  MORTIMER,  Hamilton. 

Diabetic  Specialist : 

Dr  C.  M.  FLEMING,  Motherwell. 

Dental  Surgeon : 

Mr  D.  FISHER,  L.D.S.,  Motherwell. 


Visiting  Physician.  Airbles  Hospital: 
JAMES  WYrPER,  M B. 


V. 


Outdoor  Medical  Officers  (Part-time) 

From  1.1.48-5.7.48 


Motherwell : 


Dr  W.  G.  ALLAN 
Dr  J.  BELL 
Dr  W.  WILKIE 


Wishaw : 

Dr  A.  LOGAN 
Dr  0.  GRAY 
Dr  R.  A.  PEACOCK 


Matrons  of  Hospitals: 

(Transferred  to  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  on  5.7.48) 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  Miss  A.  McGIBBON 

Maternity  Hospital  Miss  J.  LOVE 

Tuberculosis  Hospital  Miss  E.  RICHMOND 

Airbles  Hospital  (Sister-in-Charge)  ...  Miss  E.  McDOUGALL 


Superintendent  of  Health  Visitors  and 
Inspector  of  Midwives : 

Miss  B.  J.  MAN  SON 


VI. 


COMMITTEES. 


Medical  Services  Committee  (to  15.6.48). 

Met  following  meeting  of  Social  Welfare  Committee  on  third 
Tuesday  before  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month  : to  attend  to 

and  report  upon  all  matters  connected  with  medical  care  and 
treatment  (domiciliary  and  institutional)  under  the  Local 
Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1947,  and  incorporated  Acts,  all  as 
provided  in  the  Motherwell  and  Wishaw  Burgh  Administration 

Scheme,  1930. 

Convener — Bailie  Twaddell. 

Bailies  McKerrigan,  Menteith  and  O’Connor;  Hon.  Treasurer 
Lawson;  Councillors  Mathie,  Mincher,  Dawkins  and  J.  J. 

Donnelly. 


Health  Committee. 

Meets  following  meeting  of  Welfare  Committee  on  the  third 
Thursday  before  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month : to  attend  to 
and  report  upon  all  matters  relating  to  the  following,  viz. : — 
(1)  All  general  Public  Health  matters;  (’2)  Slaughter-houses; 
(3)  Registration  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  and  (4) 
Operation  of  the  functions  of  the  Town  Council  under  the  Public- 
Health  (Scotland)  Acts  and  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Acts 
in  regard  to  (a)  nuisances;  (b)  the  paving  of  private  courts;  (e) 
passages  and  stairs  and  (d)  public  cleansing,  all  as  provided  in 
the  Motherwell  and  Wishaw  Burgh  Administration  Scheme, 

1948. 

Convener — Bailie  Robertson. 

Bailie  Twaddell;  Police  Judge  Crichton;  Councillors  Mincher, 
J.  J.  Donnelly,  Tennant,  Hunter.  Mathison  and  Duffy. 


VII. 


CLINICS  AND  DISPENSARIES. 


Ante-Natal 


Post-Natal 


Child  Welfare 


School 

Tuberculosis  . . . 


Dental 


Mondays  and  Thursdays  at  8.45  a.m.- 
12  noon  and  1.45  p.m.-3  p.m. 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  Motherwell. 

Wednesdays  at  2-5  p.m.  By  appoint- 
ment. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Motherwell. 

Mondays  and  Thursdays  at  2.30  p.m. 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  Motherwell. 
Tuesdays  at  3 p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Wishaw. 

Mondays  and  Thursdays  at  1.30  p.m. 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  Motherwell. 

Tuesdays  at  2 p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Motherwell. 
Thursdays  at  2 p.m. 

The  Hospital,  Wishaw. 

Wednesdays  at  9.30  a.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Motherwell. 


Ophthalmic  Fridays  at  9.30  a.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Motherwell. 


X-Ray  Fridays  at  2 p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Motherwell. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Fridays  at  3 p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Motherwell. 
Every  second  Thursday  at  3 p.m. 
The  Hospital,  Wishaw. 

Venereal  Diseases  ...  Mondays  at  11.45  a.m. 

The  Hospital,  Wishaw. 

Thursdays  at  6 p.m. 

The  Hospital,  Wishaw. 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

Diabetio  

Artificial  Sunlight  ... 
General  


Tuesdays  and  Fridays  at  9 a.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Motherwell. 

Tuesdays  at  2 p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Motherwell. 

Every  day,  by  arrangement. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Motherwell. 

Every  day  except  Saturday  at  2 p.m. 

Saturdays  at  10  a.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Motherwell. 


GENERAL  SUMMARY. 


Population. — The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the 
population  for  1948  was  70,600,  an  increase  of  660  over  the 
previous  year.  The  area  of  the  Burgh  extends  to  4.714£  acres, 
giving  the  density  of  population  as  14.98  per  acre.  The  excess 
of  births  over  deaths  was  790. 

Deaths. — During  the  year  there  were  751  deaths,  as  com- 
pared with  846  in  1947.  This  gives  a rate  per  1.000  of  the 
population  of  10.6.  This  is  the  lowest  general  death  rate 
recorded  in  the  Burgh.  25  years  ago,  in  1928,  the  death  rate 
was  10.7.  This  low  rate  was  not  maintained,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing year  was  12.9  and  varied  between  that  figure  and  11.0  ever 
since.  The  rate  for  Scotland  is  11.8. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were: — Heart  Disease.  205; 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  105;  Cancer,  100;  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis, 47;  Congenital  Condition,  86;  Bronchitis.  82; 

Pneumonia,  16. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  are  roughly  the  same  as 
the  previous  year.  There  has  been  a fall  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  from  63  to  47.  There  has 
also  been  a decided  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  pneumonia 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
number  62,  compared  with  107  in  1947.  This  gives  a rate  of 
41  per  1,000  births.  This  compares  favourably  with  the  pre- 
vious 4 years,  when  the  rates  were: — 1944,  54;  1945.  64;  1946, 
04;  and  1947,  64  .There  was  a marked  diminution  in  severe 

respiratory  disease  and  in  gastric  enteritis  in  infants.  The  rate 

for  Scotland  is  45. 

Maternal  Mortality. — There  was  only  1 death  attributed  to 
pregnancy.  This  is  a satisfactory  reduction  from  26  in  1921. 
The  other  lowest  years  were  2 in  1939  and  2 in  1947.  The 
maternal  mortality  rate  for  1948  is  .66. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  was  1,541  and  the  birth  rate 
21.2.  This  shows  a fall  in  the  births  from  1.704  and  a rate  of 
23.7  in  1947.  The  rate  for  Scotland  is  19.4. 

Marriages. — There  were  597  marriages  during  the  year, 
giving  a rate  of  8.5  per  1.000  of  the  population.  This  compares 
with  8.8  in  both  1946  and  1947.  The  rate  for  Scotland  is  8.5. 

Infectious  Diseases. — There  was  generally  a low  incidence  of 
infectious  disease  during  1948.  This  was  a decided  improve- 
ment after  the  anxieties  of  1947.  There  was  no  recrudescence 
of  infantile  paralysis  and  there  were  fewer  eases  of  gastro- 
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enteritis.  The  scarlet  fever  epidemic  of  1947  continued  into 
1948,  when  a further  365  cases  were  dealt  with.  The  infection 
was  of  a mild  nature. 

Diphtheria. — This  is  a disease  which  can  be  easily  eradicated 
if  parents  would  take  advice  and  see  that  their  children  were 
protected.  This  is  so  easily  done  without  any  discomfort  to  the 
child.  23  proved  cases  of  diphtheria  were  admitted  to  hospital, 
with  3 deaths.  At  the  present  stage  of  our  knowledge  and  with 
the  facilities  provided  these  illnesses  and  deaths  should  not 
occur. 

Tuberculosis. — During  the  year  146  new  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis were  reported,  which  is  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  1922  the  number  of  deaths  from 
all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was  75  and  the  rate  1.07.  These  figures 
were  repeated  exactly  in  1947.  In  1948  there  was  an  inprove- 
raent  to  57  deaths  for  all  forms,  giving  a rate  of  .81. 

In  1947  there  were  62  pulmonary  and  13  non -pulmonary 
deaths  and  in  1948  47  pulmonary  with  a rate  of  .67  and  10  non- 
pulmonary.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  improvement  will  con- 
tinue. The  rate  for  Scotland  for  all  forms  is  .76. 

Under  the  new  scheme  for  the  care  and  prevention  of 
tuberculosis,  the  arrangements  at  present  are  as  follows:  — 
“Where  a case  of  tuberculosis  is  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  bv  a general  practitioner  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  shall 
be  informed  of  such  notification  and  he  shall  arrange,  in  con- 
sultation with  the  practitioner,  for  the  home  to  be  visited,  either 
by  himself  or  a colleague  or  by  a health  visitor  detailed  for  this 
work.  As  a result  of  this  visit  a report  will  be  made  on  the 
home  conditions,  the  family  circumstances,  any  facts  bearing  on 
the  best  method  of  disposal  and  treatment  of  the  patient,  any 
necessary  alterations  to  the  immediate  environment  and  possible 
contacts,  indicating  the  general  practitioners  whose  patients  they 
are.’’ 


In  the  past  when  a case  of  tuberculosis  was  notified,  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  of  the  Local  Authority  visited  the  patient 
and  subsequently  visited  him  from  time  to  time  as  he  thought 
fit  until  the  patient  was  admitted  to  hospital.  Under  the  new 
arrangements,  the  family  practitioner  looks  after  the  patient,  and 
the  implication  is  that  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  need  not  see  the 
patient  again  unless  at  the  request  of  the  family  practitioner. 
A Health  Visitor  is  understood  to  be  calling  from  time  to  time. 
It  may  be  said  that  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  can  still  call  as  he 
pleases,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a weak  administrative 
link  in  the  control  of  tuberculosis  and  that  the  arrangement  was 
much  better  under  the  Local  Authority. 
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Housing.  During  1 lie*  \ ear  1048  108  temporary  ami  201 

permanent  houses  were  occupied  as  compared  with  208  tem- 
porary and  272  permanent  in  1047.  The  problem  of  housing  is 
still  a serious  one.  It  is  estimated  that  about  6.540  houses  are 
required  to  alleviate  housing  conditions. 

Blindness. — There  are  80  registered  blind  persons  on  the 
register,  of  which  45  are  males  and  44  females ; of  these  7 males 
and  2 females  are  working;  85  males  and  30  females  are  unem- 
ployable. This  shows  an  increase  of  10  in  the  previous  year. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. — During  the  year  608  confinemeir- 
took  place  in  patients’  own  homes. 

Ante-natal  Supervision. — The  number  of  new  patients 
attending  the  ante-natal  clinic  during  the  past  year  was  853  and 
the  attendances  7,682.  The  number  attending  the  post-natal 
clinic  was  551  new  cases,  and  three  were  1,171  attendances. 

Dental  Care. — A Dental  Clinic  has  been  held  and  developed 
over  many  years  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  pre- 
school children.  The  numbers  dealt  with  during  the  year 
were: — Nursing  and  expectant  mothers,  115;  pre-school  children. 
139. 


Hospitals. — The  hospitals — Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
Maternity  Hospital,  Wishaw  Hospital  and  Airbles  Hospital — 
were  under  the  control  of  the  Local  Authority  until  July,  1948. 
From  the  5th  July  they  came  under  the  control  of  the  Western 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  are  managed  by  a Management 
Board.  For  an  interim  period  the  Regional  Board  requested  the 
Local  Authority  to  help  in  the  administration  of  these  hospitals 
through  their  officials.  For  1948  it  seems  unnecessary  to  make 
separate  reports  for  the  various  periods  so  that  the  reports  are 
provided  as  formerly.  From  the  point  of  view  of  patients  there 
were  no  changes  in  the  hospitals  during  the  year.  In  most 
hospitals  there  have  been  great  difficulties  in  staffing  from  the 
nursing  aspect.  The  hospitals  of  Motherwell  and  Wishaw  have 
been  relatively  free  from  this  difficulty  and  until  the  hospitals 
were  handed  over  to  the  Regional  Board  no  patient  was  refused 
immediate  admission  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  or  the 
Maternity  Hospital,  and  Wishaw  Hospital  was  run  with  full 
beds.  The  waiting  list  for  tuberculosis  was  due  to  a large  in- 
crease in  the  incidence  of  the  disease  during  the  war  period. 
This  has  been  a proud  record  of  these  hospitals  over  many  years 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  under  the  RegiouAtBoard.  the  com- 
munity will  be  at  least  as  well  served  in  the  future. 

During  the  year  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  dealt  with 
840  patients,  the  Maternity  Hospital  with  1.122  patients  and 
821  babies.  Wishaw  Hospital  with  111  patients  and  Airbles 
Hospital  with  128  patients,  making  a total  of  3,022. 


5 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


At  the  Census  taken  on  20th  April,  1931,  . the  population  of 
the  Burgh  of  Motherwell  and  Wishaw  was,  04,708. 


Population  (estimate  of  llegistrar  General),  ...  ...  70,000 

Population  (Police  Census,  1942),  ...  ...  ...  02,798 

Acreage,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,714-J 

Persons  per  acre,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.98 

Number  of  deaths  corrected,  ...  ...  ...  ...  751 

Number  of  births  corrected,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,541 

Death  rate  per  1,000  living,  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.(5 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  living,  ...  ...  ...  ...  21.2 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  ...  02 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births,  ...  ...  41 

Number  of  deaths  from  pregnancy  and  parturition,  ...  1 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births,  ...  ...  0.60 

Number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  ...  ...  57 

Tuberculosis  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population,  ...  0.81 

Number  of  deaths  from  Measles,  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  ...  ...  2 


The  following  table  shows  the  corrected  death  rate  since 
1921 : — 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 
1920 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 


12.5) 

15 

10.7  5-12.64 
12.9 
12.1 
12.11 
11.2 
11 

11.3 
11.3 
11.51 

12.5 
12.2 

11.8 

11.5 


►11.38 


11.9 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 


12.41 


12.2 

11.3 

12.7 


>12.32 


13.0) 

11.9' 

11.9 


12.2 


>12.1 


12.1 

12.4 

12.3 


12.1 


10.0 
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Deaths.— The  various  causes  of  death  are  indicated  in  the 


following  table:  — 

Under 

5 

Over 

5 

Tl. 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever, 

1 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever, 

— 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough, 

2 

— 

2 

Diphtheria, 

2 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System, 

— 

47 

47 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis, 

1 

0 

10 

Syphilis, 

— 

2 

2 

Influenza, 

2 

1 

3 

Measles, 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Infectious  or  Parasitic  Diseases, 

— 

< 

rr 

/ 

Cancer — Malignant  Tumours, 

— 

100 

100 

Tumours — Non-Malignant  or  not  defined 

1 

1 

2 

Acute  Rheumatism, 

— 

2 

2 

Diabetes  Mellitus, 

— 

4 

4 

Other  General  Diseases, 

— 

15 

15 

Meningitis,  Diseases  of  Spinal  Cord, 

3 

3 

6 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage, 

— 

105 

105 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  Svstem, 

5 

11 

16 

Heart  Disease, 

— 

205 

205 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

— 

17 

17 

Bronchitis, 

— 

32 

32 

Pneumonia, 

6 

10 

16 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases,  ... 

— 

9 

9 

Gastric  and  duodenal  ulcer, 

— 

3 

3 

Diarrhoea, 

13 

1 

14 

Appendicitis, 

— 

3 

3 

Cirrhosis  of  liver, 

— 

6 

6 

Other  diseases  of  liver. 



3 

3 

Other  digestive  diseases, 

1 

r? 

( 

8 

Nephritis,  acute  or  chronic,  ... 

— 

13 

13 

Other  diseases  of  genito-urinarv  system, 

— 

5 

5 

Puerperal  sepsis, 

— 

— 

— 

Other  puerperal  causes. 

— 

1 

i 

Diseases  of  skin  and  organs  of  movement. 
Congenital  debility,  premature  births. 

— 

— 

— 

Malformation,  etc 

33 

3 

36 

Old  Age. 

10 

10 

Suicide, 



3 

8 

Road  transport  accidents, 

1 

3 

4 

Other  violence. 

5 

22 

27 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown. 

1 

70 

7 

672 

8 

751 

7 


The  following  table  shows  the 
periods  for  the  year  1948: — 

Under  one  year, 

1 and  over, 

5 and  over, 

10  and  over,  ... 

15  and  over, 

25  and  over, 

35  and  over, 

45  and  over, 

55  and  over, 

05  and  over, 

75  and  over, 

85  and  over, 


mortality  at  different  a 


ace 


Number  of  deaths. 
62 
17 
11 
6 
28 
31 
42 
68 
98 
197 
158 
33 


751 

Cancer. — During  the  year,  out  of  751  deaths,  100  were  due 
to  cancer. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  and  death 
rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  since  1920:  — 


1920  ... 

67  ... 

1.03 

1935  ... 

80  ... 

1.0 

1921  ... 

70  ... 

1.0 

1936  ... 

92  ... 

1.42 

1922  ... 

78  ... 

1.1 

1937  ... 

97  ... 

1.45 

1923  ... 

67  ... 

0.95 

1938  .. 

105  ... 

1.57 

1924  ... 

82  ... 

1.1 

1939  ... 

104  ... 

1.5 

1925  ... 

81  ... 

1.1 

1940  ... 

107  ... 

1.6 

1926  ... 

87  ... 

1.1 

1941  ... 

77  ... 

1.2 

1927  ... 

81  ... 

1.1 

1942  ... 

106  ... 

1.7 

1928  ... 

78  ... 

1.1 

1943  ... 

95  ... 

1.5 

1929  ... 

72  ... 

1.02 

1944  ... 

109  ... 

1.7 

1930  ... 

75  ... 

1.07 

1945  ... 

104  ... 

1.6 

1931  ... 

80  ... 

1.06 

1946  ... 

109  ... 

1.7 

1932  ... 

85  ... 

1.2 

1947  ... 

Ill  ... 

1.6 

1933  ... 

80  ... 

1.1 

1948  ... 

100  ... 

1.4 

1934  ... 

90  ... 

1.5 

The  following  table  gives 

the  age  period 

s at  which  deaths 

occurred  from 

cancer 

during  the  year  1948: — 

No.  of 

% of 

Age 

Deaths 

Deaths 

1 - 14 

2 

2.0 

1 5 - 24 

1 

1.0 

• 

25  - 34 

2 

2.0 

35  - 44 

8 

8.0 

45  - 54 

12 

12.0 

55  - 64 

20 

20.0 

65  - 74 

31 

31.0 

75  - 84 

23 

23.0 

85  and 

over,  ... 

1 

1.0 
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Marriages.— The  number  of  marriages  registered  in  19J8 
was  597,  which  gave  a marriage  rate  of  8.5  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 


The 

following 

table 

shows 

the  number  of 

marria 

ges 

marriage 

rates  since  1921: — 

1921  ... 

447  ... 

5.21 

1936 

...  481 

...  7.2) 

1922  ... 

436  ... 

5.7 

1937 

506 

...  7.5 

1923  ... 

431  ... 

4.3 

ki 

1938 

...  511 

...  7.61*8.4 

1924  ... 

403  ... 

4.9 

1939 

...  504 

...  7.4 

1925  ... 

368  ... 

5.4J 

1940 

...  706 

...  10.5 

1926  ... 

332  ... 

5.1) 

1941 

...  660 

...  9.6 

1927  ... 

373  ... 

5.3 

1942 

...  651 

...  9.5 

1928  ... 

406  ... 

5.8 

*5.38 

1943 

...  534 

...  7.7 

*8.82 

1929  ... 

384  ... 

5.4 

1944 

...  505 

...  7.3 

1930  ... 

380  ... 

5.3. 

1945 

. . . 695 

...  10.0 

1931  ... 

381  ... 

5.9' 

1946 

...  613 

...  8.8 

1932  ... 

396  ... 

6.0 

1947 

...  617 

...  8.8 

1933  ... 

444  ... 

6.7 

*6.44 

1948 

...  597 

...  8.5 

1934  ... 

461  ,.. 

7.0 

1935  ... 

436  ... 

6.6 

Births. — During  the  year  the  births  numbered  1,541,  giving 
a birth  rate  of  21.2. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  births  and  birth 
rates  since  1921 : — 


1921  .. 

. 2281  . 

. 31.5) 

1936  .. 

. 1307  ... 

19.7' 

1922  .. 

. 1778  . 

. 25.3 

1937  .. 

. 1350  ... 

20.0 

1923  . 

. 1745  . 

. 24.8 

*26.16 

1938  .. 

. 1327  ... 

19.5 

■19.46 

1924  . 

. 1790  . 

. 24.9 

1939  . 

. 1317  ... 

18.8 

1925  .. 

. 1800  . 

. 24.3 

1940  . 

. 1347  ... 

19.3 

1926  . 

. 1660  . 

. 23.4) 

1941  . 

. 1431  ... 

20.1' 

1927  . 

. 1486  . 

. 21.1 

1942  . 

. 1353  ... 

18.8 

1928  . 

. 1489  . 

. 21.1 

>21.38 

1943  .. 

. 1399  ... 

19.7 

*19.4 

1929  . 

. 1436  . 

. 21.1 

1944  . 

. 1499  ... 

20.8 

1930  . 

. 1472  . 

. 20.2 J 

1945  . 

. 1276  ... 

17.8 

1931  . 

. 1404  . 

. 20.6) 

1946  . 

. 1543  ... 

21.2 

1932  . 

. 1366  . 

. 21.6 

1947  . 

. 1704  ... 

23.7 

1933  . 

. 1326  . 

. 20.0 

*20.46 

1948  . 

. 1541  ... 

21.2 

1934  . 

. 1353  . 

. 20.5 

1935  . 

..  1299  . 

..  19.6) 

9 


Infant  and  Maternal  Mortality. — The  following  table  shows 


infant 

an 

cl  maternal 

mortality 

rates 

per  i 

.000  births, 

the  number 

of  infant 

deaths  and 

material 

deaths  since  1920: — 

Total 

Infant 

Maternal 

Total 

Infant 

Mortality 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

1920 

2256  ... 

226  ... 

100 

8 ... 

3.5 

1921 

2281  ... 

171  ... 

79 

26  ... 

11.3 

1922 

1778  ... 

207  ... 

116 

8 ... 

4.4 

1923 

1745  ... 

119  ... 

68 

-89.8 

14 

8.0 

1924 

1790  ... 

175  ... 

98 

9 

5.0 

1925 

1800  ... 

150  ... 

88  j 

17 

9.0 

1926 

1660  ... 

122  ... 

73 

15  ... 

9.0 

1927 

1468  ... 

118  ... 

79 

7 

4.7 

1928 

1489  ... 

119  ... 

80 

-80.8 

12  ... 

8.0 

1929 

1436  ... 

123  ... 

86 

8 ... 

5.5 

1930 

1472  . . . 

126  ... 

86 

7 ... 

4.7 

1931 

1404  ... 

93  ... 

86 ; 

9 

6.4 

1932 

1366  ... 

129  ... 

94 

12  ... 

8.5 

1933 

1326  ... 

134  ... 

101 

-87.2 

10  ... 

7.5 

1934 

1353  ... 

119  ... 

88 

10  ... 

10.3 

1935 

1299  ... 

86  ... 

66 

9 ... 

6.9 

1936 

1304  ... 

119  ... 

9f 

6 ... 

4.6 

1937 

1350  ... 

97  ... 

72 

7 ... 

5.2 

1938 

1322  ... 

80  ... 

61 

-76 

5 ... 

3.8 

1939 

1317  ... 

116  ... 

91 

2 ... 

1.5 

1940 

1347  ... 

84  ... 

65 

6 ... 

4.4 

1941 

1431  ... 

101  ... 

73 ; 

6 ... 

4.2 

1942 

1353  ... 

91  ... 

70 

4 ... 

2.9 

1943 

1399  ... 

93  ... 

69 

-66 

3 ... 

2.1 

1944 

1499  ... 

78  ... 

54 

4 ... 

2.6 

1945 

1276  ... 

78  ... 

64 

3 ... 

2.3 

1946 

1543  ... 

80  ... 

54 

3 ... 

1.9 

1947 

1704  ... 

107  ... 

64 

2 ... 

1.2 

1948 

1541  ... 

62  ... 

41 

1 

0.66 

Child  Mortality.  — The  number  of  deaths  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  one  and  five  was  17. 


<S>  <$><$>■ 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 


(a)  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics. 

Two  sessions  are  provided  each  week  for  the  ante- natal  care 
of  expectant  mothers  at  the  Town  Council’s  Clinic.  Airbles  Road. 
One  session  is  also  provided  at  the  same  clinic  for  the  purpose 
of  post-natal  care.  The  clinics  are  conducted  by  the  Executive 
Medical  Officer  of  Motherwell  Maternity  Hospital,  assisted  by 
the  clinic  nursing  staff.  Assistance  is  also  given  by  Health 
Visitors,  who  are  responsible  for  home  nursing.  The  services 
of  specialists  at  these  clinics  are  made  available  through  the 
Western  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

The  following  table  summarises  attendances  at  the  ante- 
natal clinics  since  1935  : — 


Year 

New  Cases 

Attendances 

1935 

529 

1955 

1936 

517 

1893 

1937 

587 

2221 

1938 

630 

2841 

1939 

469 

3380 

1940 

745 

4878 

1941 

669 

4380 

1942 

681 

3185 

1943 

769 

4653 

1944 

763 

5826 

1945 

747 

5282 

1946 

915 

7430 

1947 

965 

8504 

1948 

853 

7682 

POST-NATAL  CLTNTC. 

I lie  following  table  summarises  attendances  at  post-natal 
clinics  since  1935:  — 
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Year 

New  Cases 

Attendances 

1935 

30 

37 

1936 

32 

40 

1937 

23 

40 

1938 

43 

60 

1939 

434 

845 

1940 

...  ' ...  458 

1028 

1941 

345 

662 

1942 

315 

412 

1943 

...  • ...  334 

514 

1944 

352 

469 

1945 

313 

414 

1946 

384 

527 

1947 

611 

1187 

1948 

551 

1171 

(b)  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Two  sessions  at  the  Town  Council’s  Clinic,  Airbles  Road, 
and  one  session  at  the  Town  Council’s  Clinic  in  the  Wishaw 
area  are  provided  each  week  for  the  purpose  of  child  welfare. 
These  clinics  are  conducted  by  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  assisted  by  Health  Visitors,  who  are  also  responsible  for 
home  visiting.  The  services  of  specialists  at  these  clinics  are 
made  available  through  the  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


CHILD  WELFARE  CONSULTATIONS. 
The  following  table  summarises  their  work: — 


Motherwell. 


Under  1 year 

Over  1 year 

Number  of  first  attendances, 

535 

351 

Total  number  of  attendances. 

...  3506 

1483 

Consultations  with  Doctor, 

679 

673 

Wishaw. 

Number  of  first  attendances. 

113 

13 

Total  number  of  attendances, 

2969 

1361 

Consultations  with  Doctor, 

277 

293 

Whole  Burgh. 

Total  attendances,  ...  ...  9319 

Total  consultations.  ...  ...  1922 


(c)  Dental  Care. 

One  session  is  provided  each  week  at  the  Town  Council  s 
Clinic,  Airbles  Road,  for  the  purpose  of  dental  care  of  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children.  This  dental  care 
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includes  inspection,  treatment  and  supply  or  repair  of  dentures, 
and  is  conducted  by  a part-time  dental  surgeon  assisted  by 
nursing  staff  of  the  clinic. 

DENTAL  CLINIC. 

Nursing  and 


New  cases, 

0-5  years 
139 

Expectant  Mothers 
115 

Attendances, 

143 

121 

General  anaesthetic. 

135 

109 

Number  of  dressings  and 

scalings,  5 

7 

Number  of  inspections, 

3 

5 

Number  of  fillings, 

— 

— 

Number  of  dentures, 

. . . 



(d)  Maternity  Outfits  and  Welfare  Foods. 

Maternity  outfits  and  welfare  foods  required  for  expectant  or 
nursing  mothers  and  young  children  are  issued  through  the 
clinics. 


(e)  Care  of  Premature  Babies  and  their  Mothers. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  the  admission  of  premature 
babies  to  Motherwell  Maternity  Hospital.  When  such  a baby 
is  kept  at  home  daily  visits  are  made  by  a health  visitor,  who 
assists  in  the  care  of  the  baby  and  the  mother.  Special  baby 
foods  are  issued  when  required. 


PREMATURITY. 

In  Maternity 

Hospital  At  Home  Total 

Number  of  premature  children 

born  in  1948,  ...  ...  28  ...  11  ...  39 

Of  the  28  premature  children  born  in  the  Maternity  Hospital 
there  were  12  neonatal  deaths  and  l death  at  7 months.  Of 
the  11  premature  children  born  at  home  there  were  7 neonatal 
deaths  and  1 death  at  4 months. 

Born  in  Maternity  Born 

Hospital  At  Home  Total 

Percentage  of  neonatal  deaths 
in  premature  children, 


42.8 


63.6 


46.1 
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The  number  of  deaths  in  premature  children  was  21,  and 
of  these  prematurity  was  given  as  the  cause  of  death  in  17.  The 
17  deaths  from  prematurity  occurred  in  the  neonatal  period, 
details  of  which  are  shown  below : — 

G months’  baby, 

6^  months'  baby, 

7 months’  baby, 

7£  months’  baby, 

8 months’  baby, 

Twins, 

Maternal  diabetes,  ...  ...  

Maternal  age,  parity  and  placenta  praevia, 

Partial  placenta  praevia, 

Toxaemia  of  pregnancy, 

17 


3 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


(f)  Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children. 

Health  visitors  are  responsible  for  the  unobtrusive  super- 
vision at  home  of  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children. 

Number  of  illegitimate  births  during  1948,  ...  57 

(g)  Infant  Mortality. 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  number  62,  giving  a 


rate  of  41  per  1,000  births.  The  infant  mortality  rates  over 
the  past  five  years  are  as  follows:  — 

1944,  54 

1945,  64 

1946,  54 

1947,  64 

1948  41 


The  following  table  shows  the  cause  of  death  in  each  of  the 
62  deaths  which  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year  in  1948:  — 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Cause  of  Heath 

Number  of  Deaths 
Neonatal 

(up  to  1 month)  1-12  months 

Gastro-enteritis, 

— 13 

Pneumonia, 

1 7 

Convulsions, 

— 3 

Congenital  Deformity, 

1 2 

Congenital  debility, 

1 1 

Birth  injury, 

1 1 
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Number  of  Deaths 
Neonatal 

Cause  of  Death  (up  to  1 month)  1-12  months 


Meningitis,  ......  1 3 

Asphyxia,  ...  ...  ...  2 — 

Erythroblastosis  Foetalis,  ...  1 — 

Acute  Upper  Respiratory  Catarrh,  1 — 

Malnutrition,  ......  — 1 

Marasmus,  ...  ...  ...  1 — 

Acute  Circulatory  Failure,  ...  — 1 

Congenital  Atelactasis,  ...  1 — 

Prematurity,  ...  ...  17  — 

Ruptured  Mesentric  Cyst,  ...  — 1 

Strangulated  left  inguinal  hernia,  — 1 


28 


34 


45%  of  all  infant  deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  one 
month  (i.e.,  neonatal).  60%  of  neonatal  deaths  were  due  to 
prematurity.  Of  the  remaining  deaths  in  children  between  one 
to  twelve  months,  over  one  half  were  due  to  gastro-enteritis  and 
pneumonia. 


YOLUNTARY  WORKERS. 

Mrs  R.  Grieve  and  Mrs  Macleod  continued  to  assist  in  the 
sale  of  nourishment  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  and  to  distri- 
bute garments  to  nursing  and  expectant  mothers. 
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MIDWIFERY. 


The  services  of  independent  midwives  in  the  Burgh  are  used. 
During  the  month  of  January.  9 midwives  gave  notice,  under 
Section  18  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915.  of  their  in- 
tention of  practice  within  the  Burgh.  Supervision  of  the  mid- 
wives’ standard  of  work,  equipment  and  records  is  carried  out 
under  the  general  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  by 
the  Superintending  Nursing  Officer,  acting  as  Supervisor  of 
Mid  wives. 

Application  for  the  service  of  a midwife  is  made  direct  by 
the  patient  to  the  selected  midwife,  who  notifies  the  Supervisor 
of  Midwives  of  the  case.  The  services  of  a medical  practitioner 
or  specialist  when  required  are  available  through  the  Executive 
Council  and  Hospital  Board  respectively. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

All  midwives  employed  by  the  Burgh  have  received  tuition 
in  the  use  of  gas  and  air  analgesia  and  have  qualified  for  the 
analgesia  certificate.  Transport  has  not  yet  been  provided  for 
midwives  in  the  Burgh,  and  therefore  gas  and  air  apparatus  is 
not  made  use  of  in  these  cases  delivered  by  midwives  alone. 
The  use  of  trilene-  by  midwives  has  not  been  sanctioned. 

1.  Births  Notified. 

Total  number  of  births  notified  during  1948, 

Total  number  of  deaths  of  newly-born  children  (within 
ten  days), 

Actual  number  of  births  attended  by  certified  midwives, 
privately, 

Actual  number  of  births  attended  by  midwives  under  the 
Maternity  Services  Scheme  and  in  Section  23  (2)  of 
the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947, 

Actual  number  of  deaths  of  new-born  children  (within  ten 
days)  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwife,  ... 

Actual  number  of  cases  not  attended  by  a doctor  or 
midwife, 

2.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Total  number  of  cases. 

3.  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Total  number  of  cases  during  year,  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  number  of  deaths  during  year, 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of 
midwives, 


1500 

21 

26 

633 

9 


4 
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4.  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Total  number  of  cases  during  year,  ... 

...  ... 

1 

Total  number  of  deaths  during  year, 
Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in 

the 

practice  of 

r— 

mid  wives, 

1 

5.  Cases  of  Still-born. 

Total  number  of  cases  during  year,  ... 
Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in 

the 

practice  of 

38 

midwives, 

... 

15 

6.  Cases  of  Emergency. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  emergency  in  which  medical 
practitioners  have  been  called  in  under  Section  22  of 
the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act.  1915,  during  the  year 
amounted  to,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  IS 

Payments  of  claims  to  doctors  called  in  cases  of  emergency 
during  the  year  amounted  to  £30  16/-. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  BIRTHS. 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  district  (includ- 
ing illegitimate)  was  1,462. 

When  this  figure  was  corrected  for  transfers,  the  number  of 
births  was  1,499.  giving  a rate  of  21.2  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  57,  giving  a rate  of 
.8  per  1,000  of  the  population,  or  38  in  1.000  births. 


Notifications  were  as  undernoted:— 

Number  of  live  births,  ... 
Number  of  still  births,  ... 

Twin  births, 

Triple  births, 

Number  of  confinements, 


1462 

38 


19 


1 500 


1481 


Total  number  of  births  (including 
still  births), 

1.  Cases  dealt  with  under  Maternity 
Services  Scheme — 

(a)  Doctor  present  at  confinement. 

(b)  Doctor  not  present. 


Before  Bemainder 
5.7.48  of  year 

815  685 


218 

67 
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Before 

5.7.48 

2.  Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  28  (2) 
the  National  Health  Service  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1947 — 

(a)  Doctor  present  at  confinement.  ...  — 

(b)  Doctor  not  present,  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Midwife  alone,  ...  ...  ...  — 


Remainder 
of  year 


257 

53 


3.  Other  domiciliary  cases — 

(a)  Doctor  engaged, 

(b)  Midwife  alone, 

(c)  Conducted  by  outdoor  staff  of 
Maternity  Hospital, 

(d)  Without  doctor  or  midwife, 


3 6 

26 

41  15 


4.  Cases  attended  at  Maternity  Hospital,  430  354 

Percentage  of  births  in  Maternity  Hospital,  ...  ...  52.3 

Percentage  of  domiciliary  births  attended  by  Maternity 


Hospital  Nurses,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.7 

Percentage  of  births  under  Maternity  Services  Scheme 
and  under  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act, 

1937,  41.7 

Percentage  of  births  attended  by  Midwives,  ...  ...  1.7 

Percentage  of  births  attended  by  Doctors,  ...  ...  0.6 


HEALTH  VISITING. 


The  Health  Visitors  employed  in  the  Burgh  are  members  of 
the  Motherwell  and  Wish  aw  District  Nursing  Association,  acting 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Superintending  Nursing  Officer  and 
under  the  general  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Seventeen  nurses  are  employed  in  this  way,  half  of  their  time 
being  devoted  to  the  duties  of  health  visiting  and  the  other  half 
to  the  duties  of  home  nursing.  This  arrangement  with  the 
Qiueen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing  to  provide  personnel  for 
health  visiting  and  home  nursing  has  been  operating  success- 
fully in  the  Burgh  for  over  thirty  years. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  health  visiting: — 

Infants — 


Number  of  visits, 
Number  of  re-visits, 

Children  1 to  5 years — 

Number  of  first  visits. 
Number  of  x’e-visits, 


1 526 
26437 


1335 

15766 


18 


Expectant  Mothers — 

Number  of  visits, 

40 

Nursing  Mothers — 

Number  of  visits, 

1437 

Tuberculosis  Cases — 

Number  of  visits, 
Number  of  re-visits, 

147 

2076 

Diabetic  Cases — 

Number  of  visits, 
Number  of  re-visits, 

40 

9627 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — I 

No  cases  of  ophthalmia  neona- 

torum  were  notified  during  the  year. 

HOME  NURSING. 

As  explained  in  the  preceding  paragraph  on  health  visiting, 
nurses  employed  on  duties  of  home  nursing  are  seventeen  in 
number  and  they  are  also  part-time,  health  visitors.  They  act 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Superintending  Nursing  Officer  and 
under  the  general  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  home  nursing:  — 


No.  of  Cases 

No.  of  Visits 

Infants, 

175 

1551 

Children  1-5  years,  ... 

110 

860 

Mothers — Ante-natal , 

3 

32 

Mothers — Post-natal , 

38 

377 

Tuberculosis  cases, 

20 

577 

Pneumonia  cases, 

26 

162 

General- 

1264 

32457 

1636  36016 


These  figures  are  an  indication  of  the  large  amount  of  work 
involved  in  the  nursing  of  the  sick  in  their  own  homes. 

DOMESTIC  HELP. 

The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  domestic  help  was  still 
under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  report. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

A weekly  session  is  held  in  Motherwell  and  a fortnightly 
session  ig  held  in  Wishaw  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
of  infants  and  young  children.  Prophylactic  material  is  pro- 
vided free  of  charge  to  any  general  practitioner  providing  free 
immunisation  under  the  Town  Council’s  scheme. 
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Every  effort,  is  made  to  encourage  early  immunisation  bv 
propaganda  measures  undertaken  in  clinics  and  by  health  visitors 
and  home  nurses  in  their  domiciliary  visiting. 


Cases  Immunised  and  Clinic  Attendances. 

No.  of  Cases 
Immunised 

Pre-school  children,  ...  ...  930 

School  Children.  ...  ...  27 


Attendances 

1757 

35 


957 


1792 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 
Tuberculosis. 

The  Town  Council’s  scheme  for  the  prevention,  care  and 
after-care  of  tuberculosis  is  carried  out  under  the  administrative 
control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  and  a full-time  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor. 

When  a case  of  tuberculosis  is  notified,  a home  visit  is  paid 
either  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  or  the  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitor.  The  disposal  and  treatment  of  the  case  having  been 
arranged,  every  effort  is  made  for  the  investigation  of  all  con- 
tacts. 

One  weekly  session  at  the  Airbles  Road  Clinic  and  a weekly 
session  in  the  Wishaw  area  are  held  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  the  care  of  tuberculous  cases  and  for 
the  investigation  of  contact  cases.  One  afternoon  in  the  week 
at  Airbles  Road  Clinic  is  devoted  to  the  X-raying  of  cases,  con- 
tacts and  suspect  cases  referred  by  their  own  family  doctor  and 
medical  officers  in  charge  of  clinics. 

Regular  domiciliary  visits  are  paid  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitor  to  all  cases  on  the  register  and  to  all  contact  or 
suspect  eases  considered  to  require  further  supervision  and  advice 
in  controlling  spread  of  infection. 

The  clinical  condition  of  each  case  in  need  of  housing  accom- 
modation is  assessed  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  with  a view  to 
the  allocation  of  points  for  the  purpose  of  the  Burgh  Housing 
Pointage  Scheme. 

Medical  comforts  in  the  form  of  Malt,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and 
Virol  and  nursing  requisites  such  as  bed-pans,  urinals,  sputum 
mugs  and  air-rings  are  provided  to  patients  undergoing  treat- 
ment at  home. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

146  cases  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Local  Authority 
during  the  year.  56  were  notified  by  practitioners,  76  were 
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discovered  at  dispensaries,  3 were  transfers  from  other  areas.  2 
were  discovered  by  mass  miniature  radiography,  and  9 were  ob- 
tained from  the  registrar's  return  of  deaths.  They  may  be 
classified  as  follows: — Pulmonary  cases,  131  (73  males  and  78 
females;)  other  forms,  17  (7  males  and  8 females). 

The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  in  140  cases,  as  follows: — 


Pulmonary.  Males  Females 

Under  15  years,  ...  ...  ...  7 7 

15  years  and  upwards,  ...  ...  04  49 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Under  15  years,  ...  ...  ...  4 1 

15  years  and  upwards,  ......  2 6 

Outside  Supervision. 

House  reports  and  super vispry  visits,  ...  ...  ...  2511 

Cases  nursed  at  home,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Nursing  visits.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  577 

Cases  under  supervision  and  treatment,  ...  ...  ...  485 

Dispensary  Attendances. 

Motherwell,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2503 

Wishaw,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  689 


Distribution  in  Wards, 

Wards  12  3 4 

9 17  15  25 


3192 

5 6 7 8 9 

8 30  5 11  20 


Housing  Conditions. 

I 7 cases  came  from  one  apartment  houses,  the  total  inmates 
of  the  houses  being  53,  an  average  of  2.5  inmates  per  house. 

44  cases  came  from  two  apartment  houses,  the  total  inmates 
of  the  houses  being  178,  an  average  of  4.0  inmates  per  house. 

31  cases  came  from  three  apartment  houses,  the  total  in- 
mates of  the  houses  being  139,  an  average  of  4.5  inmates  per 
house. 

32  cases  came,  from  four  apartment  houses,  with  198  in- 
mates, giving  an  average  of  6.2  inmates  per  house. 

I I cases  came  from  five  apartment  houses,  with  69  in- 
mates. giving  an  average  of  6.3  inmates  per  house. 

I case  came  from  a six  apartment  house,  with  11  inmates, 
giving  11.0  inmates  per  house. 


Supply  of  Nourishment,  etc. 

Cost  of  malt,  cod  liver  oil,  emulsion,  etc.,  supplied  at  dis- 
pensaries, £273  6s  lid. 
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PULMONARY. 


Age  Period  and  Sex. 


Males  Females 

Total 

Under  5 years, 

— 1 

1 

5 and  under  10  years, 

2 2 

4 

10  and  under  15  years, 

5 4 

9 

15  and  under  25  years, 

25  2(3 

51 

25  and  under  85  years, 

13  15 

28 

85  and  under  45  years, 

12  4 

16 

45  and  under  (35  years, 

12  8 

15 

(35  and  over, 

•• 

2 1 

8 

71  56 

127 

OCCUPATIONS 

1 948— P U LMOXARY . 

Males. 

Females. 

Apprentice  Fitter, 

1 

Bus  Conductress, 

2 

Apprentice  Riveter, 

1 

iClerkess, 

5 

Army,  

3 

Domestic, 

2 

Baker, 

1 

Housewife, 

27 

Bricklayer, 

3 

Machinist, 

1 

Clerk, 

4 

Office  Girl, 

1 

Confectioner, 

1 

Pre-school, 

1 

Craneman, 

1 

Schoolgirl, 

7 

Draughtsman. 

1 

Shop  Assistant, 

5 

Engineer, 

2 

Student, 

1 

Fitter, 

1 

Telephonist, 

1 

Grocer 

2 

Turner, 

1 

Hairdresser. 

2 

Typist,  

2 

Laboratory  Assistant, 

1 

■ — 

Labourer, 

8 

56 

Machinist, 

2 

— 

Marines, 

1 

Metal  Worker, 

1 

Miner, 

4 

Painter, 

1 

Pavior, 

1 

Plasterer, 

1 

R.A.F.,  

4 

Railway  Fireman. 

1 

Railwayman, 

1 

Railway  Shunter, 

1 

Railway  Platelayer, 

1 

Riveter, 

1 

Schoolboy, 

9 

Sheet  Metal  Worker, 

1 

Signalman, 

1 

Steel  Dresser, 

1 

22 


Males. 

Steel  Worker,  ...  2 

Situdent,  ...  ...  1 

Unemployed,  ...  4 

71 


Insured  Conditions. 


Males. 

Insured, 

57 

Females. 

Insured 

. 25 

Dependent, 

12 

Dependent, 

. 

. 31 

Uninsured, 

69 

2 

Uninsured, 

56 

71 

56 

Ward  Distribution. 

Ward  1 2 3 

4 

5 6 7 

8 

9 

6 14  13 

25 

7 28  5 

9 

20 

Of  the  pulmonary  cases,  53  received  institutional  treat- 
ment as  follows:  — 

Males,  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Females.  ...  ...  ...  24 

53 


NON-PULMOXARY. 


Age  Period  and  Sex. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  5 years, 

1 

1 

2 

5 and  under  10  years, 

1 

— 

1 

10  and  under  15  years, 

2 

— 

2 

15  and  under  25  years. 

2 

4 

6 

25  and  under  35  years. 

— 

2 

2 

35  and  under  45  years, 

— 





45  and  under  65  years. 

— 

— 

— 

6 

7 

13 

‘23 


OCCUPATIONS, 

Males. 

Bricklayer 
• » 

Labourer 

Pre-school, 

Schoolboy, 


1 948—  NON-PU 1 /MX  )NARY. 

Females. 

1 Canteen  Worker, 

1 Housewife, 

1 Pre-school, 

3 Schoolgirl, 

— Textile  Worker, 

6 


1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

7 


Insured  Conditions. 

Males. 

Females 

Insured, 

2 

Insured , 

Dependent, 

4 

Dependent, 

Uninsured, 

6 

Uninsured, 

6 

2 

5 

7 

7 


Ward  Distribution. 


Ward  12  3 4 

5 6 

7 a 

9 

3 3 2 

1 2 

2 

— 

Lesions. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Abdomen. 

1 

1 

2 

(Hands, 

— 

2 

2 

Meninges, 

4 

— 

4 

Other, 

— 

1 

1 

Spine. 

— 

3 

3 

Bones  and  Joints, 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

7 

13 

Of  these  8 received  institutional  treatment  as  follows: — 


Males  Females  Total 

Spine,  ...  ...  ...  — 3 3 

Meninges,  ...  ...  ...  4 — 4 

Abdomen,  ...  ...  ...  1 — 1 

5 3 8 
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ALL  TUBE11CUL0SIS. 

The  number  of  persons  resident  in  the  Burgh  of  Motherwell 
and  Wishaw  at  31st  December,  1948,  who  are  known  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  is  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Over  — 

5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

65 

Under  5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

65 

— 

Total 

Pulmonary. 

Sputum  not  present — 

Males,  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Females,  — 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Sputum  examined  and 
tubercle  found — 

Males,  — 

1 

— 

32 

26 

13 

11 

1 

84 

Females,  — 

— 

1 

38 

22 

10 

7 

— 

78 

Sputum  examined  and 
tubercle  bacilli 
not  found — 

Males,  — 

9 

14 

57 

33 

16 

22 

1 

152 

Females, 

7 

13 

58 

32 

15 

9 

— 

134 

6 

19 

30 

185 

113 

54 

49 

2 

453 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Abdominal — 

Males,  — 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Females,  1 

— 

2 

9 

1 

2 

— 

— 

15 

Spine — 

Males,  — 

— 

— 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

7 

Females,  — 

1 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

6 

Bones  and  Joints 

(exclusive  of  spine) — 
Males,  — 

3 

5 

7 

2 

1 

1 

19 

Females,  1 

5 

5 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Superficial  Glands — 

Males  2 

4 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

12 

Females,  1 

6 

3 

G 

2 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Lupus — 

Males,  — 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

1 

— 

7 

Females,  — 

— 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

12 

Other  parts  or  organs — 

Males,  — 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

6 

Females , — 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

5 

22 

20 

44 

18 

12 

4 

3 

128 

Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary. 

Total,  6 41  50  229 

131 

66 

53 

5 

581 

•JO 


The  following  table  indicates  tile  number  of  patients  who 
received  institutional  treatment  during  the  year: — 


Pulmonary. 

Adults  Children 

Males  Females  Males  Females  Total 


In  Institutions  on  1.1.48, 

36 

25 

5 

2 

68 

Admitted  during  year,  ... 

25 

32 

3 

7 

67 

Discharged  during  year, 

28 

22 

2 

4 

56 

Died  in  Institutions — 
(a)  In  final  residence 
28  or  more  days, 

4 

4 

8 

(b)  In  final  residence 
under  28  days, 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

In  Institutions  on  31.12.48, 

29 

30 

6 

4 

69 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Adults  Children 

Males  Females  Males  Females 

Total 

In  Institutions  on  1.1.48, 

6 

4 

6 

7 

23 

Admitted  during  year,  ... 

2 

3 

— 

— 

5 

Discharged  during  year, 

2 

2 

3 

— 

7 

Died  in  Institutions — 
(a)  In  final  residence 
28  or  more  days, 

(b)  In  final  residence 
under  28  days, 









— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

In  Institutions  on  31.12.48, 

6 

5 

3 

7 

21 

DEATHS. 

Return  of  number  of  persons  who  died  from  tuberculosis  in 
the  Burgh  during  the  year,  with  particulars  as  to  period  elapsing 
between  notification  and  death  and  between  discharge  from  an 
institution  and  death. 


Number  of  persons  who  died 
from  tuberculosis — not 
notified  or  notified  only 

Pulmonary 
M.  F 

Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F.  Total 

at  or  after  death, 
Notified  less  than  1 month 

3 

2 

2 

2 9 

before  death. 

Notified  from  1 to  3 months 

2 

1 

3 

— 6 

before  death, 

1 

1 

— 

2 

26 


Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Notified  from  3 to  6 months 

before  death, 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Notified  from  6 to  12  months 

before  death, 

1 

3 

2 

— 

6 

Notified  from  1 to  2 years 

before  death, 

5 

1 

— 

— 

6 

Notified  over  2 years  before 

death, 

13 

25 

11 

22 

< 

1 

3 

25 

57 

Number  who  died  within  28 
days  after  discharge  from 

an  institution, 

Number  who  died  more  than  28 
days  after  discharge  from 

1 

i 

an  institution, 

9 

8 

— 

— 

17 

The  age  period  at  which 

deaths 

from 

tuberculosis 

occurred 

during  the  year  1948:  — 

Over  — 5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

65 

Under  5 10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

65 

— Total 

Pulmonary, 

1 

13 

13 

9 

11 

— 47 

Non  Pulmonary,  1 1 

1 

4 

— 

1 

1 

1 10 

1 1 

2 

17 

13 

10 

12 

1 57 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  and  death  rate  per 
1.000  of  the  population  from  tuberculosis  since  1920: — 


Pulmonar 

y 

Non- Pulmonary 

All  Tuberculosis 

Year 

Deaths  Rate 

Deaths 

Rate 

Deaths 

Rate 

1920, 

...  47 

.68 

30 

.43 

77 

1.15 

1921, 

...  48 

.68 

31 

.43 

79 

1.15 

1922, 

...  41 

.58 

34 

.49 

75 

1.07 

1923, 

...  52 

.74 

31 

.43 

83 

1.17 

1924, 

...  44 

.60 

31 

.46 

75 

1.06 

1925, 

...  38 

.54 

21 

.30 

59 

.84 

1926, 

...  37 

.52 

17 

.24 

54 

.76 

1927, 

51 

.72 

29 

.42 

80 

1.14 

1928 

...  33 

.47 

16 

.23 

49 

.70 

1929, 

...  30 

.42 

10 

.14 

40 

.56 

1930, 

...  . 27 

.38 

12 

.17 

39 

.55 

1931, 

29 

.43 

18 

.27 

47 

.70 

1932, 

...  27 

.41 

10 

.15 

37 

.56 

27 


Pulmonary 

Xon-Pu 

monarv 

All  rl 

’uberculosis 

Your 

Deaths 

Kate 

Deaths 

Kate 

Deatlu 

Rate 

1933. 

...  42 

.63 

14 

.21 

56 

.84 

1934, 

30 

.42 

13 

.25 

43 

.67 

1935. 

...  39 

.59 

8 

.12 

47 

.71 

1936, 

...  34 

.52 

17 

.25 

51 

.78 

1937, 

...  39 

.58 

6 

.09 

45 

.67 

1938, 

...  33 

.49 

18 

.27 

51 

.76 

1939, 

...  46 

.68 

24 

.35 

70 

1.03 

1940, 

...  43 

.67 

12 

.18 

55 

.85 

1941, 

...  39 

.60 

17 

.26 

56 

.86 

1942, 

...  42 

.65 

12 

.19 

54 

.84 

1943 

...  35 

.55 

14 

.22 

49 

77 

1944, 

...  44 

.69 

18 

.29 

62 

.98 

1945, 

...  48 

.75 

12 

.19 

60 

.94 

1946, 

55 

.83 

13 

.19 

68 

1.02 

1947 

...  62 

.89 

13 

.18 

75 

1.07 

1948 

...  47 

.67 

10 

.14 

57 

.81 

WISHAW  HOSPITAL. 


Admissions,  Discharges  and  Deaths  for  year  1948. 
Pulmonary. 

Males  Females 

Adults  Children  Adults  Children  Total 


In  Hospital,  1.1.48, 

20 

5 

20 

2 

47 

Admitted. 

16 

5 

18 

11 

50 

Treated. 

36 

10 

38 

13 

97 

1 discharged, 

14 

2 

14 

4 

34 

Died, 

4 

— 

5 

1 

10 

In  Hospital,  31.12.48,  18 

8 

19 

8 

53 

Non-Pulmonary. 

In  Hospital.  1.1.48 

— 

5 

2 

6 

13 

Admitted. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Treated, 

1 

5 

2 

6 

14 

Discharged, 

1 

3 

2 

— 

6 

Died, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

In  Hospital,  31.1.48, 

— 

2 

— 

6 

8 

LABORATORY. 

Total 

Per  Cent. 

Specimens 

Positive 

Positive 

Specimens  from 

Medical 

Practitioners. 

Sputum  for  T.B., 

27 

7 

25.9 

Specimens  from 

Wishaw  Hospital, 

Dispensaries 

and  Clinics. 

Sputum  for  T.B., 

708 

406 

57.3 

Other  Specimens,  ...  28 

Total  Specimens  examined,  758 
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DIABETES. 

An  after  care  scheme  for  diabetics  lias  been  in  operation  in 
the  Burgh  since  1940.  A Health  Visitor  is  employed  full  time 
for  attendance  at  the  weekly  diabetic  clinic  and  for  dornicilian 
visiting  of  cases  on  the  diabetic  register. 

DOMICILIARY  VISITS  BY  HEALTH  VISITOR. 

New  Cases,  ...  ...  ...  40 

Total  visits.  ...  ...  ...  9868 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

The  Town  Council  scheme  for  the  provision  of  a Mental 
Health  Service  is  under  the  general  direction  and  control  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  former  Social  Welfare  Officer 
has  been  appointed  Authorised  Officer  to  carry  out  the  duties  of 
that  office,  including  the  keeping  of  the  register  of  all  lunatics 
and  mental  defectives ; to  take  all  action  for  the  care  of  persons 
of  unsound  mind  and  to  arrange  for  the  certification  of  all 
persons  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  and  Lunacy  Acts.  The 
following  statement  shows  the  number  of  Lunatic  and  Mental 
Defective  patients  dealt  with  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  and 
Lunacy  Acts  for  the.  year  1948. 

(A)  LUNATICS. 

Males  Females  Total 

Number  as  patients  as  at  1st 

January,  1948,  ...  ...  ...  116  87  203 


Added  during  year, 

26 

29 

55 

142 

116 

258 

Ceased  during  year:  — 

Males  I 

By  Death,  4 

By  Discharged  recovered,  3 

’emales 

8 

4 

By  Discharged  at  own 

request,  ...  ...  9 

By  ceased  otherwise,  ...  2 

9 

2 

18 

23 

41 

A umber  of  patients  as  at  31st 

December  1948, 

...  124 

93 

217 

Boarded-out  in  private  dwellings, 
including  patients  liberated  on 

probation. 

4 

5 

9 

In  Hartwood  Mental  Hospital, 

...  120 

83 

203 

In  Glasgow  Royal  Mental  Hospital, 

— 

2 

2 

In  Hawkhead  Mental  Hospital. 

— 

1 

1 

In  Licensed  Wards  of  Institution. 

— 

2 

2 

124 

93 

217 
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(B)  MENTAL  DEFECTIVES. 


M 

ales 

Females 

Total 

Number  of  patients  as  at  1st 

January,  1948, 

27 

33 

60 

Added  during  year, 

4 

8 

12 

31 

41 

72 

Ceased  during  year: — 

Males  Females 

By  Death,  ...  ...  1 1 

By  Dismissal,  ...  ...  — 1 

1 

2 

3 

30 

39 

69 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Boarded-out  in  private  dwellings. 

including  patients  liberated  on 
licence, 

15 

16 

31 

In  Kirkland’s  Inst,  for  Mental  Defectives, 

5 

1 

6 

In  Birkwood  Inst,  for  Mental  Defectives, 

7 

15 

22 

In  St.  Charles’  Inst,  for  Mental  Defectives, 

i 

4 

5 

In  St.  Joseph’s  Inst,  for  Mental  Defectives, 

— 

2 

2 

In  Larbert  Inst,  for  Mental  Defectives, 
In  Waverley  Park  Inst,  for  Mental 

i 

— 

1 

Defectives, 

— 

1 

1 

In  St.  Aiden’s  Inst,  for  Mental  Defectives, 

i 

— 

1 
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DAY  NURSERIES. 

There  are  at  present  no  Day  Nurseries  in  (he  Burgh  of 
Motherwell  and  Wishaw.  By  the  end  of  the  year  plans  for  the 
establishment  of  one  in  North  Motherwell  were  under  eonsidera- 
tion. 

An  investigation  was  carried  out  during  the  period  15th-30th 
November.  1948,  to  ascertain  the  feelings  of  mothers  with 
children  under  five  years  of  age  regarding  the  use  of  a day 
nursery.  Thei  total  number  of  families  in  the  burgh  with  children 
under  5 years  of  age  is  4,049,  and  of  these  the  Health  Visitors 
were  able  to  interview  3,622.  or  78  per  cent,  of  them.  The 
following  tables  give  an  analysis  of  the  results  obtained  from 
these  interviews.  The  district  indicated  in  the  table  are  Health 
Visiting  districts  in  the  burgh. 
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The  investigation  has  been  a very  comprehensive  one  and 
brings  out  some  interesting  information.  A very  striking  piece 
of  information  is  that  out  of  3,622  mothers  with  children  under 
f>  years  of  age,  only  69,  or  under  2 per  cent.,  are  actually  work- 
ing. Another  striking  figure  is  that  698  or  19  per  cent,  are 
desirous  of  obtaining  work. 

The  number  expressing  the  desire  to  make  use  of  a day 
nursery  is  1,248,  or  34  per  cent.,  but  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  all  of  these  would  avail  themselves  of  the  use  of  a 
nursery  if  one  was  provided.  The  number  not  wishing  to  avail 
themselves  of  a nursery  amounted  to  2,374.  I have  no  doubt 
that  if  a nursery  was  provided,  some  of  these  would  avail  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  to  make  use  of  it. 

It  is  noticeable  that  many  of  those  desirous  of  using  a 
nursery  do  not  wish  to  leave  their  children  away  from  home  for 
long  periods,  as  541  or  44  per  cent,  indicate  their  desire  to  make 
use  of  the  nursery  in  the  forenoon  and  174  or  14  per  cent,  during 
the  afternoon.  With  regard  to  the  desire  of  having  the  children 
in  the  nursery  all  day,  while  the  numbers  in  most  of  the  dis- 
tricts are  much  the  same,  an  anomaly  crops  up  in  that  in  one 
district  123  out  of  141  or  87  per  cent,  express  this,  whereas  the 
average  for  the  other  districts  is  25  per  cent. 

With  regard  to  the  reasons  for  wishing  to  make  use  of  a 
nursery,  the  important  ones  are  as  follows: — 

1 . Mothers  wishing  to  take  up  work — 698  or  56  per  cent. 

2.  To  facilitate  shopping  and  household  duties — 

221  or  18  per-  cent. 

3.  In  the  event  of  an  emergency  concerning  the 

household  ...  ...  ...  ...  91  or  8 per  cent. 


<$><S><$> — 


QUESTIONNAIRE — Completed  between  15th-30th  November,  1948. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE— Completed  between  15th-30th  November,  1958. 
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BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1920. 

At  1st  January,  1948,  th©  total  number  of  blind  persons 
registered  in  the  Burgh  was  79;  11  new  cases  were  registered 
during  the  year  and  1 case  removed  from  the  district,  leaving 
a total  of  89  cases  on  the  register  at  31st  December,  1948. 


Classification  of  Blind  Persons  on  register  at 

31st  December,  1948. 

Percentage 

Males 

Females  Total 

of  Total 

Blindness  total,  ...  4 

11  15 

17.0 

Blindness  partial,  ...  41 

33  74 

83.0 

EMPLOYMENT 

CONDITION. 

Employed. 

Males 

Females 

Organist, 

1 

— 

Music  teacher, 

1 

— 

Draper, 

1 

— 

Fruiterer, 

1 



Self-employed, 

— 

1 

Industrial  institutions, 

3 

1 

— 7 

— 2 

Males 

Females 

Employable,  but  not  employed,  , 

3 

3 

Unemployable. 

On  account  of  age,  ... 

33 

18 

Married  women, 

. 

17 

Mentally  defective,, 

2 

4 

— 35 

— 39 

— 

— 

45 

44 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups  into  which  the 
blind  persons  presently  fall:  — 


Over 


0-15 

16-17 

18-29 

30-39 

40-49 

50-69 

70 

Total 

Blindness  total. 

Males,  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

Females,  1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

2 

11 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 

5 

4 

15 

Blindness  partial 

Males,  — 

— 

1 

5 

5 

11 

19 

41 

Females,  — 

— 

1 

7 

2 

6 

17 

33 

2 12 


7 


17  30  74 
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Causes  of  Blindness  and  ages  at  which  Cases  became  Blind. 


70  aod 

0 15  16-17  18  29  30-39  40  49  50  69  over  Tl. 


Optic  atrophy, 
Microphthalmos 
aniridia, 

Myopia  choroiditis, 
Not  stated, 

Keratitis,  corneal 
opacity, 

Cataract, 

Cataract  macular 
trouble, 

Glioma, 

Abscesses, 

Irido  cyclitis, 
Diphtheria, 

Iritis, 

Keratitis  opaque 
cornea, 

Hydrocephalus , 
Corneal  opacity, 
Accident, 

Ophthalmia 
neonatorium, 
Choriodo  retinal 
atrophy, 
Degenerative 
retinitis, 

Myopia, 

Glaucoma , 

Burn  of  eyes. 
Ketinitis  pigmentosa, 
Gradual  decay, 
Aniridia  cataract,  ... 
Glaucoma  cataract, 
Ophalia, 

Acute  macular 
degeneration, 

Intra  ocular 
haemorrhage, 
Disseminated 
choroiditis. 


17 


1 12 


9 


8 25  17  89 
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The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  blind  persons 
registered  in  the  Burgh  since  1933: — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1933, 

73 

49 

122 

1934, 

69 

50 

119 

1935, 

63 

45 

108 

1936, 

46 

42 

88 

1937, 

49 

50 

99 

1938, 

45 

48 

93 

1939, 

41 

46 

87 

1940, 

38 

40 

78 

1941, 

34 

40 

74 

1942. 

34 

38 

72 

1943, 

34 

36 

70 

1944 

33 

38 

71 

1945, 

38 

38 

76 

1946, 

40 

36 

76 

1947, 

38 

41 

79 

1948, 

45 

44 

89 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Up  to  5th  July,  1948,  the  Venereal  Diseases  Scheme  was 
carried  out  by  a Joint  Committee  representing  the  County  and 
Large  Burghs  of  Lanarkshire.  On  that  date  the  service  was 
taken  over  by  the  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board.  There  are 
four  centres  at  which  clinics  are  held — at  Coathill  Hospital, 
Coatbridge;  Oak  Lodge,  Hamilton;  County  Hospital,  Mother- 
well;  and  Wishaw  Hospital,  Wishaw. 

The  following  figures  are  furnished  by  Dr  Hamilton,  the 
Executive  Medical  Officer,  V.D.  Services,  and  give  an  indication 
of  the  extent  of  venereal  diseases  in  the  Burgh  during  the  year 

1948. 

The  number  of  patients  from  the  Burgh  dealt  with  during 
the  year  at  or  in  connection  with  the  out-patient  department 
for  the  first  time  and  found  to  suffer  with  disease  are  as  under- 
noted : — 


Syphilis, 

... 

21 

Gonorrhoea, 

...  ... 

35 

Chancroid, 

1 

Non-specific  venereal 

infection,  ... 

21 

Condition  other  than 

venereal,  ... 

33 

111 


Total  number  of  attendances  at  clinics, 


2584 
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Patients  requiring  in-patient  hospital  treatment  are  ad- 
mitted to  the  County  Hospital,  Motherwell.  The  statistics 


relating  to  them 

for  1948  are  as  follows: — 

No.  of  Cases 
Male  Female 

No.  of  Days 
Male  Female 

Syphilis, 

..  — 1 

— 

19 

Gonorrhoea, 

— — 

— 

— 

Other, 

1 — 

9 

— 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  OR  CONTAGIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Cases  of  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  coining  under 
observation  during  school  inspections  are  notified  by  the  Exe- 
cutive School  Medical  Officer  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Such  cases  are  treated  at  home  or  at  the  Clinic. 


Scabies,  ...  ...  ...  48 

Impetigo,  ...  ...  ...  — 

Mumps , ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles,  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chickenpox,  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ringworm,  ...  ...  ...  — 

German  Measles,  ...  ...  1 

Scabies  and  Impetigo,  ...  ...  1 

Eczema,  and  Impetigo,  ...  — 

Skin  Disease,  ...  ...  ...  — 

Whooping  cough,  ...  ...  — 


There  has  been  a considerable  drop  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  scabies  reported  as  coming  under  observation  duriug  school 


medical  inspection, 

as  the  following  table  shows: — 

1938, 

110  cases 

1939, 

150  casse 

1940, 

245  cases 

1941, 

348  cases 

1942, 

313  cases 

1943, 

468  cases 

1944’, 

469  cases 

1945, 

300  cases 

1946, 

237  cases 

1947, 

,,, 

103  cases 

1948, 

. . . 

■ . » 

48  cases 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

Specimens  analysed  at  County  Laboratory,  Hamilton : — 
Total  Specimens  Positive 

Water  for  bacteria  count,  85 
Milk  (bacteriological 

exam.),  ...  ...  483 

Milk  (inoculation),  ...  11 


Swabs, 

...  249 

11  for  Diph.  Bac. 

11  for  Haem.  Strep. 
1 Staph,  aureus. 

6 Virulent. 

Pus, 

3 

1 Staph  aureus. 

Blood, 

...  15 

1 Schuffner  reaction. 

1 Staph,  albus  isolated. 

Urine, 

...  20 

Sputum, 

...  112 

24  for  tubercle. 

Pleural  Fluid 

...  11 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fluid, 

...  21 

2 H.  influenzae  isolated 
I Meningococcus  present 

Faeces, 

...  10 

Smears, 

1 

1 Staph,  aureus. 

Ice  cream. 

...  17 

Cervical  Polypus, 

1 

FOOD  SUPPLY. 

1.  Milk. — A detailed  report  on  the  milk  supply  to  the 
Burgh  is  given  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Test  for  Bacteriological 


Grade  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Count,  Coliform  Bacilli, 
Phosphatase,  Methylene 
Blue 

Tuberculin  tested, 

...  240 

79 

Tuberculin  test-ed 
• (pasteurised), 

...  60 

12 

Pasteurised, 

...  71 

17 

Ordinary, 

...  44 

— 

Pasteurised  school, 

...  68 

14 

Total, 

...  483 

122 
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2.  Ice  Cream. — During  the  year  no  known  trouble  or 
epidemic  arose  from  the  selling  of  ice  cream.  In  the  burgh 
there  is  a total  of  43  premises  in  which  ice  cream  was  manu- 
factured, but  the  occupiers  of  5 of  these  have  ceased  to  manu- 
facture ice  cream  on  the  premises.  21  premises  in  which  ice 
cream  is  sold  are  exempt  from  registration,  as  the  ice  cream  is 
received  in  a wrapper  or  other  container.  From  this  informa- 
tion it  can  be  seen  that  a good  deal  of  ice  cream  is  being  sold. 
A detailed  report  is  given  in  the  Annual  Report  by  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

3.  Meat  and  Other  Foods. — Visits  were  paid  with  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  slaughter  houses.  On  occasions  one  could 
not  refrain  from  adverse  criticism  of  the  quality  of  meat.  Some 
carcases  were  of  old  cows,  which  were  bound  to  be  very  tough 
and  difficult  to  cook.  Particulars  of  meat  and  other  foods  are 
dealt  with  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

4.  Food  Poisoning. — No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were 
noted  during  the  year. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
through  doctors,  health  visitors  and  Clinics.  Health  talks  are 
also  given  from  time  to  time. 

During  1948,  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health  Education  held 
two  meetings  in  the  La  Scala  Cinema,  Motherwell.  The  first 
was  held  during  March  and  the  subject  was  “Health  for  the 
Worker,’’  the  speaker  being  Dr  George  Buchanan.  The  second 
meeting  was  held  during  November,  and  the  subject  was 
“Tuberculosis”;  th©  speaker  on  this  occasion  was  Dr  Nora  I. 
Wattie.  At  both  of  these  meetings  appropriate  films  were 
shown. 

During  December  a film  show  was  provided  for  children  at 
which  a health  address  was  given  by  the  Depute  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 


HOUSING. 


During  the  year  1948  the  following  houses  were  occupied: — 

Apartments 


2 3 

Number  of  temporary  houses  occupied,  — 103 

Number  of  permanent  houses  occupied,  — 25 

Number  of  existing  houses  occupied,  ...  23  31 


The  above  houses  were  occupied  as  follows: — 


4 

236 

17 


5 

1 


Number  of  families  dealt  with  as  key  workers,  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  families  rehoused  from  unfit  houses,  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  families  removed  from  overcrowded  houses,  ...  233 

Number  of  families  removed  from  sub-let  rooms.  ...  ...  133 
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Included  in  the  above  are  42  families  who  were  rehoused 
because  tuberculosis  existed  in  the  family. 

As  at  31st-  December,  1948,  approximately  2,000  families 
were  living  in  sub-let  rooms,  and  approximately  4,585  families 
in  overcrowded  conditions. 

The  estimated  number  of  houses  required  to  alleviate  hous- 
ing conditions  is  as  follows: — 

To  replace  unfit  houses,  ...  ...  1455 

To  relieve  overcrowding,  ...  ...  4585 

For  general  needs,  ...  ...  500 

6540 

During  the  year  773  houses  were  inspected  as  a result  of 
complaints  lodged  in  respect  of  nuisances  (as  defined  in  Public 
Health  Act) , dirty  houses  and  disrepair. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  houses  which 


have  been  built  annually  since 

1920,  

1921 

1922,  

1923  

1924  

1925,  

1926 

1927,  

1928,  

1929,  

1930  

1931  

1932  

1933,  

1934, 

1935 

1936,  

1937 

1938,  

1939  

1940  

1941  

1942,  

1943,  

1944,  

1945,  

1946,  

1947  

1948  


1920:— 

19  houses. 

71  houses. 

187  houses. 

180  houses. 

64  houses. 

211  houses. 

194  houses. 

244  houses. 

130  houses. 

94  houses. 

58  houses. 

284  houses. 

252  houses. 

65  houses. 

361  houses. 

415  houses. 

431  houses. 

312  houses. 

394  houses. 

345  houses. 

221  houses. 

136  houses. 

105  houses. 

128  houses. 

112  houses. 

20  temporary  houses. 
12  permanent  houses. 

433  temporary  houses. 
108  permanent  houses. 
203  temporary  houses. 
294  permanent  houses. 
108  temporary  houses. 
289  permanent  houses. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 
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SPECIAL  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

The  following  tables  show  the  work  done  at  special  treat- 
ment centres. 

Weekly  sessions  are  held  in  connection  with  the  Ophthalmic. 
Dental,  Diabetes  Clinics  and  twice  weekly  sessions  in  the  case 
of  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic,  at  which  Ophthalmic, 
Dental,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  and  Diabetes  Specialists  are  in 
attendance.  Under  agreement  with  the  Education  Authority, 
school  children  are  also  treated  at  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Clinic. 

X-ray  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics  are  held  weekly 
and  Artificial  Sunlight  and  General  Clinics  are  held  daily. 


X-RAY  CLINIC. 


Attendances 

Plates 

Tuberculosis, 

,,,  ... 

637 

647 

Pre-school  children, 

. . . ... 

53 

56 

Others, 



1256 

....  1274 

1946 

1977 

ARTIFICIAL  SUNLIGHT  CLINIC. 

Tuberculosis  Rickets 

Miscellaneous 

Cases  attending,  31.12.47 

16 

13 

22 

New  cases  admitted, 

24 

19 

67 

Total  cases  treated 

40 

32 

89 

Discharges, 

22 

20 

37 

Stopped  attending, 

9 

12 

42 

Attending  at  31.12.48, 

9 

— 

10 

Total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year,  1,688. 


GENERAL  CLINIC. 

Cases 

Attendances 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  ...  15 

113 

Eye, 

1 

1 

Skin, 

....  3 

7 

Various, 

79 

159 

98 


280 
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DENTAL  CLINIC. 
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New  cases. 

139 

58  115 

26 

338 

Attendances, 

143 

58  121 

164 

486 

General  Anaesthetic, 

135 

57  109 

2 

303 

Local  Anaesthetic, 
Number  of  Dressings 

— 



40 

40 

and  Scalings, 

5 

1 7 

53 

66 

Number  of  inspections, 

3 

— 5 

46 

54 

Number  of  fillings, 

— 

— — 

15 

15 

Number  of  dentures 

» 

— 

— — 

8 

8 

EAR,  NOSE 

AND 

THROAT  CLINIC. 

m 


Ante-  and  Pos 
Natal  Cases  ai 
Children  0-5  y 

School  Childre 

T.B.  and  Othe 
Cases 

Total 

Total  attendances, 

...  366 

1797 

53 

2216 

New  cases, 

...  238 

643 

18 

899 

Under  General  Anaesthetic — 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

removed , 

...  221 

718 

14 

953 

Examinations,  etc. — 

Nose. 

3 

2 

3 

8 

Throat, 

• • • , 

135 

1071 

26 

1232 

Ears, 

7 

6 

10 

23 

OPHTHALMIC  CLINIC. 

0-5  yrs. 

5-14  yrs. 

Mothers 

T.B. 

Tl. 

Total  attendances, 

212 

4 

15 

494 

725 

Number  of  new  cases 
Number  for  whom 

, 62 

1 

6 

153 

222 

spectacles 
were  prescribed. 

24 

1 

6 

93 

124 
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DIABETIC  CLINIC. 

The  total  number  of  cases  known  to  be  suffering  from  dia- 
betesi  in  the  Burgh  is  164.  The  following  table  gives  an  indica- 
tion of  the  work  of  the  Clime  since  its  inception:  — 


Date. 

Number  of 
New  Patients. 

Deaths. 

Not  returning 
to  Clinic. 

Total 

Attendances 

1940 

94 

4 

16 

828 

1941 

34 

1 

6 

801 

1942 

25 

2 

4 

872 

1943 

31 

5 

8 

800 

1944 

30 

11 

5 

892 

1945 

23 

7 

6 

813 

1946 

31 

9 

5 

844 

1947 

39 

10 

4 

983 

1948 

40 

4 

17 

1119 

<S><$><$>- 
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HOSPITALS. 


MATERNITY  HOSPITAL. 


Admissions  Confinements  Live  Births 

1095  ...  773  ...  765 

Table  1. 

Mothers  Babies 

Number  of  patients  in  hospital,  1.1.48,  ...  27  26 

Number  of  patients  admitted,  ...  ...  1095  10 

Number  of  babies  born  in  hospital,  ...  — 785 

Number  of  patients  in  hospital,  31.12.48,  ...  23  15 

Number  of  patients  discharged  well,  ...  1093  773 

Number  of  patients  transferred  to 

other  hospitals,  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 — 

Number  of  deaths,  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 14 

Number  of  still-births,  ...  ...  ...  — 19 

There  were  11  sets  of  twins. 

Number  of  beds  occupied : — 

(a)  Average  during  the  year,  ...  ...  ...  34 

(b)  Highest  number  on  26.2.48  and  7.11.48,  ...  42 

Lowest  number  on  2.8.48,  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


Table  2. 

Classification  of  patients  admitted  during  1948. 


Pregnancy  complications  discharged  undelivered,  ...  233 

Died  undelivered,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Abortion,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Delivered  by  abdominal  hysterotomy,  ...  ...  ...  4 

Not  pregnant,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Delivered  of  a viable  child,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  779 

Post  partum  conditions,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 


1095 

Mothers  admitted  in  1948,  confined  in  1949,  ...  ...  6 

Mothers  admitted  in  1947,  confined  in  1948,  ...  ...  — 


Table  3. 

Abnormal  pregnancy  in  patients  attending  the  Ante-natal 

Clinic— 580. 

Abnormal  pregnancy  in  patients  referred  by  their  own 

Doctor — 13. 
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Admitted 
for  treat- 
ment and 
discharged 
undelivered 

Admitted 

Admitted 
for  treat- 
ment and 
discharged 
after 

Condition. 

Cat.  A. 

Cat.  B. 

in  labour 

delivery 

Ante-natal  asphyxia, 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Abdominal  pain, 

11 

— 

— 

— 

Abortion  threatened, 

16 

7 

10 

— 

Anaemia, 

8 

— 

3 

4 

Ante-partum 

haemorrhage, 

4 



_ 

15 

Asthma, 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Bad  obstetric  history, 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Breech  primligravida, 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cardiac  disease, 

4 

— 

4 

3 

Cerebral  thrombosis, 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cervical  polypus,  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chronic  bronchitis 

J 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Contracted  pelvis: — 
Flat,  

2 

7 

4 

Generally 

contracted, 

3 

20 

15 

Android, 

1 

— 

66 

2 

Diabetes  mellitis,  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Early  rupture  of 
membranes, 

2 

1 

10 

Eclampsia, 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Epilepsy, 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas, 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Essential 

hypertension, 

2 

2 

False  labour, 

22 

— 

— 

11 

Fibroid  complicating 
pregnancy, 

1 

Haemorrhoids, 

1 

— 

— 



Haematuria, 

— 

1 





High  parity, 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Hydramnios, 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Hyperemesis, 

9 

3 

— 

— 

Infertility, 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Investigation, 

16 

— 

— 

— 

J aundice, 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Late  vomiting, 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Overdue, 

16 

— 

— 

25 

Pre-eclamptic  toxaemia 
Mild 

64 

1 

3 

90 

Moderate, 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Severe, 

— 

— 
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Admitted 
for  treat- 
ment and 
discharged 
undelivered 

Admitted 

Admitted 
for  treat- 
ment and 
discharged 
after 

Condition. 

Cat,  A.  Cat.  B. 

in  labour 

delivery 

Previous  caesarean 
section, 

1 

7 

Pulmonary 

tuberculos'is, 

2 

1 

Pyelitis  of 

pregnancy, 

16  1 

4 

Recurring 

malpresentation , 

__ 

_ 

5 

Rhoesus  negative 
with  antibodies, 

1 

4 

Sprained  ankle, 

1 — 

— 

— 

Twin  pregnancy, 

4 — 

2 

6 

Syphillis, 

l — 

1 

1 

Upper  respiratory 
infection, 

1 

Urticaria, 

1 — 

— 

— 

Vaginal  discharge.  ... 

5 — 

— 

— 

220  13 

126 

234 

Table  4. 

Cases  referred  direct  to  hospital  as  emergencies  (Category  B.) 

—105. 


Abortion  threatened,  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Abortion  others,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Ante-natal  asphyxia  (toxic),  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage,  ...  ...  ...  6 

Brow  presentation,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cardiac  disease,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Contracted  pelvis,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Delayed  labour,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Eclampsia,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diabetes  mellitus,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Failed  forceps,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Haematuria,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hyperemesis  gravidarum,  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Hydatidiform  mole,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hydramnios,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hydrocephalus,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No  ante-natal  care.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Normal  labour,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Obstructed  labour;, 

2 

Perineal  tear  complete, 

1 

Post -par turn  haemorrhage,  ... 

10 

Pre-eclamptic  toxaemia, 

3 

Premature  labour, 

1 

Primigravid — breech  presentation, 

1 

Prolapse  of  cord, 

1 

Pyelitis,  

1 

Uterine  haemorrhage — not  pregnant. 

rr 

/ 

Table  5. 

Abortion  and  Uterine  Haemorrhage. 

Attending 

Attending 

Ante-natal 

Own 

Clinic 

Doctor 

Category  A 

Category  B 

Total 

Threatened  abortion,  ...  ...  16 

7 

23 

Inevitable  abortion 

(spontaneous)  ...  ...  5 

7 

12 

Inevitable  abortion 

(operation),  ...  ...  4 

16 

20 

Incomplete  abortion 

(operation),  ...  ...  1 

17 

18 

Hydatidiform  mole 

(spontaneous) ; ...  ...  — 

1 

1 

10 

41 

51 

— 

— 

— 

Abdominal  hysterotomy,  ...  3 

1 

4 

Not  pregnant: — 

Uterine  haemorrhage 

subinvolution,  ...  ...  — 

2 

2 

Menorrhagia,  ...  ...  — 

1 

1 

Amenorrhoea  investigation,  1 

1 

2 

Metrorrhagia,  ...  ...  1 

2 

3 

Retroversion,  ...  ...  1 

— 

1 

Bilateral  ovarian  cyst,  ...  — 

1 

1 

3 

7 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Table  6. 

Mode  of  delivery  of  viable  babies. 

Rate. 

Spontaneous  delivery, 

..  688  89  % 

Breech:  spontaneous,  assisted,  manual, 

7 

0.9  % 

Forceps, 

..  36 

4.65% 
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Bate. 

Caesarean  section, 

40 

5.3  % 

Craniotomy, 

2 

0.26% 

773 

Table  7. 

Complications  of  labour  (spontaneous  delivery  only — 

see  also  Table  14) . 


Abruptio  placentae,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Placenta  praevia — 

1st  degree,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

2nd  degree,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Intra-partum  eclampsia,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  *2 

Cardiac  disease,  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Previous  caesarean  section  spontaneous  delivery,  ...  ...  1 

Hydramnios,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  3 

Prolapse  of  cord,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Aneneephaly,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hydrocephaly,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premature  labour,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Twins,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Occipito  posterior  short  rotation,  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Brow  presentation,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Breech  presentation  (spontaneous),  ...  ...  ...  4 

Perineal  tear — 

1st  degree,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

2nd  degree,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

3rd  degree,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

3rd  stage  of  labour  prolonged  without  bleeding,  ...  ...  9 

3rd  stage  of  labour  with  slight  P.P.H.  20oz.  and  over,  ...  59 

3rd  stage  of  labour  with  moderate  P.P.H  40oz.  and  over,...  4 

3rd  stage  of  labour  with  severe  P.P.H.  60oz.  and  over,  ...  1 

Gas  air  analgesia,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  304 

Icterus  gravis  neonatorum,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Icterus  gravis  transfused,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Table  8. 

Post-partum  Complications. 

Cat.  A Cat.  B Total 


Complete  abortion,  ...  ...  ...  — 1 1 

Complete  perineal  tear  (old),  ...  ...  — 1 1 

Post-partum  .eclampsia,  ...  ...  ...  — 1 1 

Examination  under  anaesthesia,  ...  1 — 1 

Premature  labour  on  district,  ...  ...  1 1 2 

Primary  post-partum  haemorrhage,  ...  — 3 3 
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Cat.  A Cat.  B Total 


Secondary  post-partum  haemorrliage,  ...  — 3 3 

Retained  placenta,  ...  ...  ...  — 5 5 

Retroversion  and  subin  volution,  ...  1 — 1 

3 15  18 


Table  9. 

Complications  of  the  Puerperium. 

1.  Pyrexia. 

When  pyrexia  is  maintained  above  100.4  for  over  48  hours 
the  case  is  transferred  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Mild  (between  98.4  and  99.4  for  24  hours  or  more),  ...  17 

Moderate  (between  99.4  and  100.4  for  24  hours  or  more)....  9 

Severe  (between  100.4  and  over  for  24  hours  or  more),  ...  10 

Total  ...  36 


Severe  Total 
3 11 

2 7 

— 6 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

— 1 


1 1 

1 1 

10  36 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 


Percentage  morbidity,  1.3%. 


Cause 


Mastitis, 

Pyelitis, 

Unknown, 

Fibroid, 

Intrapartum  pyrexia, 
Incomplete  membranes, 
Forceps  delivery. 

Caesarean  (LUS)  after 
long  labour, 

Manual  removal  of  placenta, 
Abdominal  wound  sepsis, 
Perineal  wound  sepsis, 
Phlegmasia  Alba  Dolens, 
Intramuscular  injection  of 
liver  extract, 

Rheumatic  arthritis. 


Mild 

4 

3 

4 
1 

1 

1 


1 

2 


Moderate 

4 

2 

2 

1 
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2.  Pyelitis  afebrile, 

3.  Retained  lobe  of  placenta  afebrile, 

4.  Secondary  P.P.H-  afebrile, 

5.  Puerperal  insanity  afebrile, 

6.  Cerebral  thrombosis  afebrile, 
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Table  10. 


Cases  transferred  to  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


Ante-natal  erysipelas  of  face, 

Septic  abortion, 

Phlegmasia  alba  dolens  + puerperal 
insanity, 

Secondary  postpartum  haemorrhage 
(baby  born  at  home)  (anaemia) 
Phlegmasia  alba  dolens,  ... 


Total 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 


Table  11. 


Cases  transferred  to  other  hospitals. 

Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary — paraplegia  following 

spontaneous  delivery,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

County  of  Lanark  I.  D.  Hospital — Syphilis,...  ...  ...  1 


Table  12. 

Operations — 1298 ; Major — 350 ; Minor — 948. 


A.  Ante-natal — 

External  cephalic  version  (Ante-natal  Clinic),  ...  222 

External  cephalic  version  failed  under  anesthesia,  ...  1 

Induction  of  labour  by  amniotomy,  ...  ...  ...  42 

Curettage,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Avulsion  of  cervical  polyp,  (no  anaesthetic),...  ...  1 

Examination  under  general  anaesthesia,  ...  ...  2 

Ovarian  cystectomy,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Abdominal  hysterotomy,  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

B.  Intra-natal — 

Vaginal  examination,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Internal  version.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Assisted  breech,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Manual  breech,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Forceps — Low,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Forceps — Mid,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Forceps — High,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Craniotomy,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Perforation  of  hydrocephalic  aftercoming  head,  ...  1 

Decapitation,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Caesarean  section,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Myomectomy,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

3rd  stage — Expulsion  of  placenta,  ...  ...  ...  17 
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3rd  stage — Expression  oi:  placenta, 

3rd  stage — Manual  removal  of  placenta, 

Repair  of  perineal  tears,  ... 

Elective  repair  of  deficient  perineum,  ... 

Episiotomy, 

C.  Post-natal — 

Pessary  inserted,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Cauterisation  of  the  cervix,  ...  ...  ...  ...  405 

(in  41  cases  cauterisation  of  the  cervix  was  unneccessary 
because  it  had  been  carried  out  previously) 


Secondary  suture  of  abdominal 

wound, 

...  . . 

1 

General  anaesthesia, 

... 

136 

Local  anaesthesia, 

341) 

No  anaesthesia, 

Table  13. 

Indications  for  Operation. 

822 

Induction  of  labour  was  performed  successfully  83  times. 

Medical 

Surgical 

Total 

Accidental  haemorrhage, 

1 

— 

1 

Anaemia, 

2 

1 

3 

Ante-natal  asphyxia, 

2 

— 

2 

Contracted  pelvis, 

3 

1 

4 

Early  rupture  of  membranes, 

2 

— 

2 

High  parity,  

2 

1 

3 

Hydr  amnios, 

— 

2 

2 

Insanity  of  pregnancy, 

— 

1 

1 

Overdue, 

. 13 

1 

14 

Placenta  praevia, 

— 

1 

1 

Pre  eclamptic  toxaemia, 

. 15 

29 

44 

Recurring  malpresentation, 

— 

4 

4 

Rhoesus  negative  with  antibodies,  . 

1 

1 

2 

41 

42 

83 

— 

— 

— 

1.  (Contd.) 

Medical 

Surgical 

Total 

Pyrexia  (mild), 

— 

3 

3 

2.  Curettage — 

Indication 

A 

B 

Total 

Not  pregnant  haemorrhage, 

1 

3 

4 

Inevitable  abortion, 

4 

16 

20 

Incomplete  abortion, 

1 

17 

18 

11 

251 

46 

34 


53 


Retained  lobe  of  placenta,... 
Secondary  P.P.H., 


A B Total 

1 — 1 

— 22 

7 38  45 


Pyrexia— nil. 


3.  Vaginal  examination  during  labour — 33. 

Indications. 

Category  B to  examine  the  pelvis, 
Trial  labour, 

Apparent  foetal  distress, 

Reason  not  stated, 

Prolonged  labour  maternal  distress,  .. 
Others, 


6 

8 

7 

3 

2 

7 

33 


4.  Breech  deliveries — 7. 

A 

Primigravid  breech — version  failed,  ...  1 

Prim,  breech  (complicated)  caesarean 

section,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Primigravid  breech  premature 

spontaneous,  ...  ...  ....  — 

Primigravid  breech  assisted,  ...  ...  1 

Multip.  breech  prolapse  of  cord, 

spontaneous,  ...  ...  ...  2 


Multip.  breech  hydrocephalus,  perforation 
of  the  aftercoming  head, 


B Total 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 2 

1*  3 

1*  1 


3 4 7 


Pyrexia — nil.  * Stillbirths. 

Note. — There  was  only  one  primigravid  breech  in  Category  A out 
of  702  vaginal  deliveries. 


5.  Multiple  Pregnancy. 

Prev.  Preg.  Presentation  Delivery  Sex  Weight  Result 
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distress.  Low  forceps. 

706  22  — — 42  10  7.8  Gen.  A.  A.  — Foetal  distress.  Low 

forceps. 
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forceps. 

lOfil  32  — 1 40  7 7.12  Local  A.  A.  — C.P.  Outlet.  Foetal  dis- 

tress. Previous  forceps 
delivery.  Low  forceps. 
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8.  Operations  in  the  third  stage  of  labour. 


Expul- 

Expres- 

Manual 

Indications 

sion 

sion 

Removal 

Bleeding  immediate, 
Bleeding  retained  placenta 

1 

— 

— 

(Cat.  B.),  

Bleeding  placenta  accreta 

1 

— 

2 

(partial), 

— 

— 

1 

Bleeding  placenta  bipartita, 

— 

— 

] 

Bleeding  placenta  praevia, 

— 

3 

— 

Bleeding  adherent  membranes, 

5 

3 

1 

Bleeding  uterine  inertia, 

— 

2 

2 

Bleeding  big  baby, 

1 

2 

— 

No  bleeding  placenta  praevia, 

4 

1 

— 

No  bleeding  prolonged  3rd  stage, 

2 

1 

2 

No  bleeding  hydramnios, 
Episiotomy  intravenous 

— 

1 

— 

ergome  trine, 

2 

3 

— 

Angular  pregnancy, 

— 

— 

1 

Interference, 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

A7 

16 

11 

Total 

1 


8 


1 

1 

8 


9 

4 
3 

5 
5 
1 

5 

1 


44 


Causes  of  Postpartum  Haemorrhage. 


Placenta  praevia,  ...  ...  ...  13 

Big  baby,  11 

Adherent  membranes,  ...  ...  9 

No  cause  detected,  ...  ...  ...  9 

Uterine  inertia,  ...  ...  ...  7 

Lacerations,  ...  ...  ...  5 

Twin  labour,  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cardiac,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Severe  toxaemia,  ...  ...  ...  1 

Uterine  inertia  and  placenta  praevia,  1 (severe) 
Partial  placenta  accreta,  ...  ...  1 

Placenta  bipartita,  ...  ...  ...  1 

Placenta  duplex,  ...  ...  ...  1 

Retained  lobe  of  placenta,  ...  ...  1 
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9.  Craniotomy. 
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Prev. 

Preg. 


10.  Caesarean 


02 


A. 

A. 

R. 

A. 

A. 

A. 

A. 

A. 

A. 

A. 

R. 

A. 

A. 

A. 

R. 

A. 

A. 

A. 

A. 

R. 

A. 


A. 


>4  V. 

c 


6 

£ 

Age 

i 

CO 

Cd 

+ 

CO 

CM 

rf 

S 

Prev 

C.S. 

9 

31 

— 

— 

39 

— 

87 

39 

— 

— 

40 

— 

111 

25 

— 

2 

38 

Yes 

112 

35 

— 

3 

39 

— 

126 

37 

— 

1 

40 

Yes 

129 

40 

1 

1 

38 

Yes 

150 

23 

— 

— 

40 

— 

151 

37 

— 

1 

39 

Yes 

235 

27 

— 

1 

38 

Yes 

244 

29 

— 

2 

38 

— 

247 

27 

— 

— 

40 

— 

301 

39 

1 

1 

30 

— 

328 

30 

— 

1 

40 

Yes 

346 

38 

— 

— 

38 

— 

352 

24 

1 

— 

40 

— 

363 

38 

1 

6 

37 

— 

416 

37 

— 

4 

40 

— 

461 

22 

— 

1 

38 



467 

21 

— 

— 

42 

— 

502 

27 

— 

— 

40 

— 

583 

32 

— 

3 

40 

— 

592 

34 





40 



598 

37 

— 

— 

40 

_ 

Plac.  Praevia  2. 
Fibroid  C.P. 
*1/34/6 

Ether 

Epilepsy  Mental 
deficiency — C.P. 
44/34/64  ' 

Ether 

Threatened  rupture. 
44/44/64 

Ether 

Placenta  Praevia  3 

G.O.E. 

Pentothal 

C.P.  41/4/64 

Ether 

C.P.  Outlet  ?/24’5 

G.O.T.E. 

C.P.  brim.  31/44/64 

EtheT 

C.P.  outlet* 
Toxaemia  4J/34/51 

G.O.E. 

Pentothal 

C.P.  outlet* 
Toxaemia  41/24/41 

G.O.E. 

Plac.  praevia  3 

G.O.E. 

C.P.  (general) 
44/34751..  Uterine 

inertia 

G.O.T.E. 

Severe  diabetes 
mellitus 

G.O.T.E. 

C.P.  (general) 
41/3/6 

G.O.E. 

Plac.  praevia  3. 
Fibroid.  41/21/51 

G.O.E. 

C.P.  (gen.)  D.C. 
41/34/6.  Toxaemia. 
Uterine  inertia 

G.O.E. 

Plac.  praevia  4 

G.O.T.E. 

C.P.  (gen.).  4|/4/64 

Rig  babv.  Previous 
S.B. 

G.O.T.E. 

C.P.  Brim.  33/34/6 

G.O.E. 

C.P.  Asymmetrical 
44/34/54.  ‘ Rig  baby 

G.O.T.E. 

C.P.  (gen.).  44/3/54 

Toxaemia 

G.O.T.E. 

C.P.  (Brim.)  D.C. 
44  ins.  Obstructed 
labour 

G.O.T.E. 

C.P.  (gen.)  4g/24/5 

G.O.T.E. 

C.P.  (gen.)  41/24/5. 
Elderly  infertility 

G.O.T.E. 

Section. 


Type  oi' 
Operation 

■ 

Duration  of 
Labour  Op. 

Q 

1 

+-» 

JL 

>. 

•3 

to 

M 

M 

U 

QJ 

«M 

hc n 

t*i 

11  ins. 

P 

C O 

D • 

3 

l . 
Mo 

- 

o 

S 

c3 

a 

5 

M 

L.U.S. 

— 

14 

27 

7.12 

A. 

A. 

— 

Myomectomy 

Classical 

Yes 

— 

13 

8.1 

A. 

A. 

— 

Classical 

Yes 

7 

17 

7.10 

A. 

A. 

— 

No.  1 Caesarean. 
No.  2 Forceps 

Classical 

Yes 

— 

17 

8.7 

A. 

A. 

— 

Classical 

Yes 

— 

16 

7.15 

A. 

A. 

— 

Classical 

— 

— 

18 

6.6 

A. 

A. 

— 

L.U.S. 

— 

— 

20 

6.2 

A. 

A. 

— 

Classical 

Yes 

— 

20 

8.13 

A. 

A. 

— 

Classical 

Yes 

— 

15 

7.5 

A. 

A. 

— 

Classical 

— 

— 

— 

6.9 

A. 

A. 

— 

L.U.S. 

— 

110 

17 

8.4 

A 

A. 

— 

Threatened 
Mastitis  15tli  day 

Classical 

Yes 

— 

13 

4.13 

A. 

D. 

— 

Medical  treat- 
ment failed 

Classical 

Yes 

— 

15 

5.8 

A. 

A. 

— 

Classical 

— 

16 

6.6 

A. 

A. 

— 

Myomectomy 

L.U.S. 

— 

66 

21 

7.15 

A. 

A. 

— 

Classical 

— 

— 

20 

6.0 

A. 

A. 

— 

Resuture  of  abd. 
wound  11th  day 

Classical 

Yes 

— 

16 

8.2 

A. 

A. 

— 

L.U.8. 

— 

89 

20 

5.0 

A. 

A. 

— 

Trial  labour 

L.U.S. 

— 

63 

— 

9.0 

A. 

A. 

— 

Infantile  paralysis 
(trial  labour) 

L.U.S. 

— 

57 

24 

6.14 

A. 

A. 

— 

B.P.  160/100 

L.U.S. 

— 

41 

16 

7.2 

A. 

A. 

— 

Disproportion 
Admitted  in  labour 

L.U.S. 

— 

10 

18 

7.15 

A. 

A. 

— 

Trial  labour 

Classical 

— 

— 

14 

5.4 

A. 

A. 
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Cm 

Prev. 

Preg. 

Co 

'Z 

3 

V. 

C 

G 

V- 

G 

a> 

*-* 

a 

o 

6 

0) 

Cm 

i 

+ 

40 

3 

'•c 

£ 

<i 

CO 

CO 

co 

CO 

*3 

OiO 

£ 

< 

A. 

611 

36 

1 

1 

40 

Yes 

C.P.  (gen.)  4|/3/5£. 
Previous  S.B. 

G.O.T.E. 

A. 

636 

37 

— 

1 

40 

— 

Chronic  hyperten- 
sion. C.P.  (gen.) 
5I/3i/6.  Previous 
S.B.  (forceps) 

G.O.T.E. 

A. 

653 

27 

1 

40 

C.P.  (gen.)  4£/3i/52. 
Disproportion 

G.O.T.E. 

A. 

685 

29 

— 

— 

40 

— 

C.P.  (gen.)  4i/3^/0. 
Big  baby. 
Disproportion. 

G.O.T.E. 

A. 

690 

42 

— 

— 

40 

— 

C.P.  (brim.)  31/34/6. 
Elderly  primigravida 

G.O.T.E. 

A. 

704 

34 

3 

— 

38 

— 

Fulminating  pre- 
eclamptic tox. 

G.O.T.E. 

A. 

711 

33 

— 

1 

40 

— 

Infertility.  Prev. 
Stillbirth 

G.O.T.E. 

A. 

746 

47 

— 

— 

39 

— 

Elderly  prim. 
Infertility 

G.O.T.E. 

B. 

767 

25 

40 

Severe  pre-eclamptic 
toxaemia.  C.P. 
(gen.)  4|/3i/6 

G.O.T.E. 

A 

768 

36 

1 

6 

39 

— 

C.P.  (brim.)  4/4/6g 
Previous  craniotomy 

G.O.T.E. 

A. 

797 

33 

1 

38 

Severe  pre-eclamptic 
tox.  C.P.  34/33/ 64 
(brim.) 

G.O.T.E. 

A. 

834 

40 

1 

7 

34 

— 

Placenta  praevia  3. 
Severe  bleeding 

G.O.T.E. 

A. 

885 

26 

— 

— 

38 

— 

Diabetes  mellitus. 
C.P.  (gen.)  41/24/54 

G.O.T.E. 

A. 

886 

36 

2 

2 

40 

— 

C.P.  (gen.)  44/34/6. 
No  live  child 

G.O.T.E. 

A. 

922 

38 

2 

2 

36 

Yes 

Essential  hyper- 
tension. B.P.  158/11S 
(120/120).  30th  week 

G.O.T.E. 

A. 

957 

33 

— 

— 

40 

— 

C.P.  (gen.)  44/34/6 
Big  baby.  Test  labour 

G.O.T.E. 

A. 

1001 

35 

— 

4 

40 

— 

C.P.  (gen.)  44/34/6J. 
Previous  difficult 

G.O.T.E. 

deliveries 


G. — Gas  (nitrous  oxide);  T. — Trilene;  O. — Oxygen;  E. — Ether. 

L.U.S.— Lower  uterine  segment  (Caesarean  section). 
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2)  U 
>.  2. 

pasipjatg 

JI 

Duration  of 
Labour/Op. 

. a: 

7^ 

Wt.  of 
Child 

Result— 

M. 

Result— 

C. 

Morbidity 

Remarks 

Classical 

15 

7.4 

A. 

A. 

Severe 

Pyrexia  2 days. 
Abd.  wound. 

Failed  forceps  and 
L.U.S.  Caes.  last 
time 

Classical 

— 

13 

8.12 

A. 

A. 

— 

L.U.S. 

— 

70 

20 

8.5 

A. 

A. 

Severe 

Acute  rheumatic 
arthritis  ankle 
responded  to 
salicyletes 

L.U.S. 

— 

11 

19 

8.8 

A. 

A. 

— 

Trial  labour 

Classical 

— 

— 

15 

7.12 

A. 

A. 

— 

Classical 

— 

— 

13 

7.10 

A. 

A. 

— 

Puerperal  insanity 
phlegmasia  alba 
dolens 

Classical 

— 

— 

15 

7.9 

A. 

A. 

— 

Married  10  years 

Classical 

— 

— 

12 

7.11 

A. 

A. 

— 

Married  28  years 

L.U.S. 

— 

20 

25 

9.4 

A. 

A. 

— 

Trial  labour  dis- 
proportion 

Classical 

Yes 

— 

15 

7.5 

A. 

A. 

— 

Classical 

— 

— 

15 

4.2 

3.14 

A. 

A. 

A. 

A. 

— 

B.P.  150/100 
Estach. 

12  pts.  Twins 

Classical 

Yes 

15 

4.6 

A. 

D. 

Severe  A.P.H.  and 
anaemia.  Ante- 
natal asphyxia 

Classical 

— 

— 

19 

7.1 

A. 

A. 

— 

Classical 

— 

— 

20 

9.6 

A. 

A. 

— 

Classical 

— 

— 

15 

4.12 

A. 

D. 

— 

Toxaemia 

L.TT.S. 

— 

112 

30 

10.0 

A. 

A.  Moderate 

Pyrexia  12th  and 
13th  day.  Cause 
unknown 

Classical 

Yes 

— 

15 

8.3 

A. 

A. 

— 

C.P.— Contracted  pelvis. 

4i/3i/6J — Diagonal  eonjugate/Intertuberous/Intertuberous 
+ Posterior  sagittal. 
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II.  Abdominal  Hysterotomy. 

Indications  A. 

Mental  deficiency,  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inevitable  abortion,  ...  ...  ...  — 

Severe  toxaemia  and  abruptio 

placentae,  ...  ...  ...  1 

3 

12.  Transfusion. 

Mothers. 

Transfusions  of  blood  (incomplete  abortion),  ...  1 

Plasma  and  50%  glucose  (retained  placenta).  ...  1 

50%  glucose  (eclampsia),  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

4 

Babies. 

Icterus  gravis  neonatorum,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

2 


B.  Total 

— 2 

1 1 

— • 1 

1 4 
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forceps  outside.  Intranatal 
asphyxia. 

529  A.  32  3 29  5.0  Surgical  Spontaneous  Hydramnios — 12  pts.  B.P. 

150/100.  Anencephaly. 
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TABLE  15. 

Neonatal  Deaths,  14. 
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72 


TABLE  16. 


Maternal  deaths. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  hospital.  The  onK 
maternal  death  occurring  in  the  Burgh  during  the  year  was  due 
to  cardiac  disease  complicated  by  spontaneous  abortion  at  the 
fifth  month. 


TABLE  17. 

Hospital  District  Service — 50. 


Category  A Category  B Total 

Mode  of  delivery. 


Baby  born  before  arrival  of  nurse, 

10 

8 

18 

Spontaneous  delivery, 

21 

16* 

37 

Spontaneous  abortion, 

^Includes  1 set 

1 

of  twins. 

1 

Result. 

Babies  born  alive, 

30 

24 

54 

Babies  still  born, 

1 

1 

2 

Babies  died. 

1 

1 

2 

Mothers  died, 

Complications. 

External  version  at  clinic, 

3 

— 

3 

Android  pelvis, 

2 

— 

2 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  (active), 

— 

1 

1 

Breech  presentation, 

— 

1 

1 

Premature  labour, 

2 

— 

2 

Twin  pregnancy, 

— 

1 

1 

Anencaphaly  stillborn, 

1 

— 

1 

Spina  bifida  stillborn, 

1 

— 

1 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  (slight), 

1 

2 

3 

Expression  of  placenta, 

3 

3 

6 

Manual  removal  of  placenta, 

— 

1 

1 

Perineal  tear, 

4 

4 

8 

Pyrexia  (mild), 

1 

— 

1 

Pyrexia  (severe — mastitis), 
Pessary  inserted  at  Post-natal 

1 

— 

1 

Clinic, 

1 

— 

1 

Cauterisation  of  cervix, 

7 

2 

9 

27 

15 

42 

Patients  transferred. 


Category  A Category  B Total 


To  Maternity  Hospital — 

Prematurity,  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Retained  placenta,  ...  — 1 1 

To  Sanatorium,  Wishaw — 

Pulmonary  T.B.,  ...  — 1 1 


To  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital — 

Mastitis,  ...  ...  ...  1 — 1 

2 2 4 


Causes  of  Stillbirth — 2. 

Hydranmios  and  anencephaly,  ...  1 — 1 

Spina  bifida,  premature  breech,  ...  — 1 1 


Causes  of  Neonatal  Death — 2. 

Pulmonary  T.B.,  extreme 

prematurity,  ...  ...  — 1 1 

Sudden  death,  3 days  old,  ...  1 — 1 


TABLE  18. 

Classification  of  cases  who  attended  the  Ante-natal  Clinic 
but  were  not  completed  in  hospital  or  in  the  Hospital  District 
Service : — 


Not  pregnant, 

14 

Consultation. 

6 

Removed  outwith  Burgh  area, 

16 

Ceased  attending, 

34 

70 
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TABLE  19. 


Analysis  of  Cases  attending  Post-natal  Clinic  only. 


Cases 
previously 
confined 
in  hospital 
or  on  district 


Cases 

previously 

confined 

else- 

where 


Cardiac  disease,  ...  ...  — 

Cervical  erosion  : cautery,  4 

Cauterisation  previously,  — 

Dyspareunia,  ...  ...  — 

From  County  area,  ...  1 

Retroversion  pessary,  ...  1 

Referred  for  dental,  treatment,  1 
Referred  to  Glasgow,  ...  — 

Referred  to  Ante-natal  Clinic,  1 

Others,  ...  ...  ...  — 


1 

8 

1 


2 


1 

3 


Sterility 

5 

1 


3 


8 


16 


0 


REPORT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL,  1948. 

This  Hospital  belonged  to  the  Town  Council  until  the  4th 
July,  1948,  when  it  was  transferred  to  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  to  be  administered  by  a Local  Management  Board.  In 
the  meantime  however,  the  Town  Council  agreed  to  act  as 
agents  in  assisting  administration  through  their  officers. 

During  the  year  1948  the  number  of  patients  admitted  to 
the  hospital  was  762.  78  patients  continued  over  from  1947. 

making  a total  of,  840  in  hospital  during  the  year.  43  patients 
were  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  continued  into  1948. 

There  were  32  deaths. 

Respiratory  Conditions. 

225  patients  were  admitted  as  suffering  from  pneumonia  and 
other  respiratory  conditions.  Of  these,  100  cases  were  found  to 
be  suffering  from  pneumonia.  There  were  5 deaths — 4 within 
24  hours  of  admission  and  1 within  48  hours  of  admission. 

In  the  remainder,  the  diagnosis  was  modified  as  follows: — 
30  tonsillitis;  28  provided  an  ^assortment  as  follows: — malnutri- 
tion, 3,  of  whom  I died  within  24  hours  of  admission;  pleurisy. 
1 ; asthma,  1 ; laryngitis,  I ; pharyngitis.  4 ; mitral  stenosis,  i ; 
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endocarditis,  I ; pericarditis,  1 ; rheumatism  and  endocarditis, 
1;  acute  rheumatism.  2;  acute  nephritis,  2;  pyelitis  L 1;  brain 
tumour,  I ; acute  appendicitis,  1 ; no  evidence  of  disease,  1 ; 
thrombosis  of  leg,  I;  meningitis-lymphocytic,  1;  diabetes,  1; 
erysipelas,  1 ; cerebral  haemorrhage,  1 ; myocarditis,  1. 

01  cases  were  found  to  be  suffering  from: — tuberculous 
pleurisy,  20;  pulmonary  tuberuculosis,  4;  tuberculous  adenitis, 
I;  tuberculosis  of  spine,  I;  bronchitis.  10;  bronchiectasis,  2; 
measles,  7;  measles  and  pneumonia,  6;  1 died  of  convulsions  a 
few  hours  after  admission;  chill,  3;  gastro- enteritis,  6,  one  of 
whom  died;  purpura  rheumatics,  I. 

Erysipelas. 

14  cases  were  admitted  as  erysipelas,  1 of  whom  proved  to 
lie  a penicillin  urticaria  and  1 hemiplegia. 


G astro-enteritis. 

25  patients  were  admitted  as  gastro-enteritis.  18  suffered 
from  gastro-enteritis,  of  whom  5 died;  constipation,  2;  pneu- 
monia, 1;  infantile  eczema,  1;  no  evidence  of  disease,  2; 
infantile  convulsion.  1.  This  case  died  shortly  after  admission. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  51  patients  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  1947.  365 

patients  were  admitted  during  the  year  1948  and  404  were  dis- 
missed, and  12  remained  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  1948. 

The  infection  was  genei-allv  of  a mild  nature,  with  few 
complications. 

Complications  found  were  as  follows: — endocarditis,  3; 
mastoidf  ctomv.  1;  otitis  media,  7;  cervical  adenitis,  2;  chronic 
endocarditis  and  thyrotoxicosis,  1;  abscess,  1;  oral  sepsis,  1; 
measles.  3;  eczema,  I ; chickenpox,  3. 

There  was  1 death  due  to  toxic  scarlet. 

Diphtheria. 

55  patients  were  admitted  as  diphtheria  in  addition  to  7 
remaining  over  from  1917.  6 remained  in  hospital  at  the  end 

of  1948  and  there  were  3 deaths.  Of  the  deaths  1 was  moribund 
and  died  on  admission ; 2 had  virulent  faucial  conditions.  Of 
the  55  cases  admitted  in  1948.  23  were  proved  to  be  diphtheritic, 
25  were  suffering  from  tonsillitis,  5 acute  laryngitis,  1 measles, 

1 cervical  adenitis. 
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Meningitis. 

30  cases  were  admitted  as  suffering  from  meningitis  and 
were  found  to  be  as  follows: — tuberculous  meningitis,  6; 
meningococcal  meningitis,  6;  haemolytica  influenzae,  3;  sub- 
arachnoid haemorrhage,  1 ; mastoiditis,  1 ; poliomyelitis,  1 ; 
myocarditis,  1;  tonsillitis,  7;  pneumonia.  2;  gastro-enteritis.  1; 
no  evidence  of  disease,  1. 

There  were  8 deaths: — tuberculous  meningitis,  6;  pneu- 
monia, 1 ; gastro-enteritis,  1. 


Puerperal  Condition. 

17  cases  were  admitted  as  suffering  from  puerperal  condition 
a.s  follows: — puerperal  sepsis,  6;  puerperal  pyrexia,  1;  breast 
abscess,  4;  oedema  of  labia.  1;  puerperal  insanity,  1;  no  evi- 
dence of  disease,  1 ; abortion,  3. 


Miscellaneous. 

24  cases  were  admitted  and  were  found  to  be  suffering  as 
follows: — pulmonary  tuberculosis,  2;  tuberculous  pleurisy,  1; 
rheumatic  fever,  1;  acute  peritonitis,  1;  pneumonia,  1;  no  evi- 
dence of  disease,  3 ; malnutrition,  1 ; gastro-enteritis,  1 ; pharyn- 
gitis, 1 ; cystitis,  1 ; multiple  abscesses,  1 ; acute  laryngitis.  1 ; 
tonsillitis  and  endocarditis,  1;  cervical  adenitis,  1;  cellulitis  of 
leg,  1;  conjunctivitis,  1;  acute  infective  jaundice,  1;  tonsillitis. 
4. 

Of  these  there  were  2 deaths — malnutrition  1 ; pneumonia, 

1. 


Tonsillectomy. 

7 cases  were  admitted  after  tonsillectomy  by  reason  of 
haemorrhage. 


The  following  is  a table  of  all  patients  admitted,  indicating 
condition  on  admission  and  the-  patient  days  in  hospital:  — 
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AIKBLES  HOSPITAL. 

There  were  85  patients  in  tire  Hospital  at  1st  January,  1948. 
During  the  year  admissions  numbered  94.  The  number  of  dis- 
charges were  50,  and  deaths  48.  The  number  of  cases  remaining 
in  the  Hospital  on  31st  December,  1948,  was  30.  The  average 
number  of  beds  occupied  was  30;  the  highest  was  37  in  August 
and  lowest  25  in  November.  The  total  number  of  patient  days 
was  12,077.  Of  the  94  admissions,  23  cases  came  from  the 
House,  the  remainder  from  the  'town. 

Patients  who  died  are  classified  according  to  age: — 

Under  1 year  1 24  24  45  46-65  66-74  Over  75 

— — — 9 11  28 


Patients  treated  in  the  hospital  are  classified  according  to 


age:— 

Under  1 year 

Male,  ...  1 

Eemale,  1 

15 

2 

5 15 

15-25 

1 

25  45  45  65  65  75 

3 19  25 

1 6 13 

Over  75 

30 

26 

Total,  ...  2 

2 

— 

1 

4 25 

38 

56 

The  length  of  residence 
Length 

of  patients 
Men 

is  shown  below  :- 
Women 

Total 

Under  1 week. 

14 

3 

17 

Under  1 month, 

23 

8 

31 

1-3  months, 

... 

t • 

27 

20 

47 

3-6  months, 

. . . 

8 

6 

14 

6-12  months, 

4 

5 

9 

1-2  years, 

1 

1 

2 

2-3  years, 

1 

2 

3 

4-5  years, 

1 

— 

1 

5-6  years, 

1 

— 

1 

6-7  years, 

— 

— 

— 

7-8  years, 

— 

— 

— 

8-9  years, 

1 

1 

2 

17-18  years, 

• * * 

Total 

1 

1 
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Conditions  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


Acute  Sick,  ...  29 

Chronic  Sick,  ...  ...  ...  63 

Carcinoma  (M.  7,  P.  5),  ...  12 

Infirm  Sick,  ...  ...  ...  7 

Epilepsy,  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mental  Instability,  ...  ...  6 

Skin  Affections,  ...  ...  3 

Post  Encephalitis.  ...  ...  1 

Sick  Babies,  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pregnancies,  ...  ...  ...  1 
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